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Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
6 
AT RICHMOND 
Record No. 4293 
VIRGINIA: 
In the Supreme Court of Appeals held at the Supreme Court. 
of Appeals Building in the City of Richmond on Friday th;e 
12th day of March, 1954. 
ARTHUR J. KNIGHT, 
against 
Plaintiffl in Error, 
COMMON,VEALTH OF VIRGINIA, Defendant m Erro-r.1 
From the Corporation Court of the City of Norfolk. 
Upon the petition of Arthur J. Knight a writ of error and 
supersedeas is awarded him to a judgment rendered by the 
Corporation Court of the City of Norfolk on the 17th day of 
October, 1953, in a prosecution by the Commonwealth against 
the said Atthur J. Knight for. a felony; but said supersedeas, 
is not to operate to discharge the petitioner from custody, if 
in custody, or to release his bond if out on bail. 




page 3· ~ Commonwealth of Virginia, 
City of Norfolk, to-wit: 
In the Corporation Court of the City of Norfolk, 
The Grand Jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia in and 
for the body of the City of Norfolk, and now attending the said 
Court, as its May term, 1953, upon their oaths, present that 
Arthur J. Knig·ht, Paul Britton and James A. Gressom, to-wit 
on the 10th day of April in the year 1953, in the said City of 
. Norfolk, in the night time of said day, feloniously did break 
and enter the storehouse of Elmer V. Williams, trading as 
E. V. Williams Company, there situate, with intent then and 
there in said storehouse feloniously to commit larceny, and 
.did thereby commit statutory burglary; and one radio of the 
value of, to-wit, $115.16 of the goods and chattels of the said 
Elmer V. Williams, trading as E. V. Williams Company, in 
said storehouse then and there being found, then and there 
feloniously did steal, take and carry away, against the peace 
and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
(on back) 
Bond Forfeited 
Trial B & G 5-18-53 K. 7 /16 /53 
Judgment 9-1-53 7 /16/53 
:Motion New Trial 7 /16/53 
Motion Overruled 10/17/53 




Bailed K 7 /17 /53 
Fine and Costs Paid 
~ & G CG as chg 
K-Plea of N G-By Jury, 5 yrs. W. N. T. 
10 /17 /53 Overruled-Stay to 12/30 /53 
B-Plea of G-Pun under adv. 
12 mos & 5.00 9/1/53 
G-Plea of G-Pun under adv. 
12 mos & 5.00 9 /1/53 
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B & ~Starkey @ 
K-Broudy. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Arthur J. Knig·ht, Paul Britton and James A. Gressom 
.FELONY 
Indictment for Statutory Burglary and Grand Larceny. 
A true bill 
L. S. GROVE, Foreman. 
Witness: Elmer V. Williams, Off. W. Eisner, Iv.(. F. Gamble, 
E. R. Ruddick, L. L. Buskey, 0. L. Murden, A. Sadler, R. E. L. 
Cooper, J. B. Masters, J. S. Schiller, E. M. Towe, W.W. 
Reasor. 
Knight Cont ~d Mo. Deft. 
. . 
We the jury do hereby find the defendant Arthur J. Knight 
guilty as charged in this indictment and affix his punishment 
at five (5) years in the State Penitentiary. 
Signed 
VICTOR ROSE, Foreman. 
July 16, 1953. 
• 
page 14 ~ Virginia: 
In the Corporation Court of the City of Norfolk, on Monday, 
the 18th day of May, 1953. 
• • 
Upon the motion of the defendant, by counsel, it is ordered 
that the trial of this case be continued to the June term, 1953, 
of this Court. 
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And in said Court on the 1st day of June, 1953. 
Upon the motion of the defendant, by counsel, it is ordered 
that the trial of this case be continued to the July term, 195?, 
of this Coui-t . 
.And in said Court on the 16th day of July, 1953 . 
.Arthur J. Knight, who stai1ds jointly indicted with Paul 
Britton and James .A. Gressom for Statutory Burglary and · 
Grand Larceny, this day appeared in Court pursuant to the 
terms of his recog11izance, and came as well the Attorney for 
the Commonwealth and the Attorneys for the defendant,. said 
Attorneys being of his own choosing, and upon being ar-
raigned, plead not g·uilty to tl1e said indictment, and there-
upon came twenty lawful persons, free from exceptions, hav-
ing been obtained from the Venire Facias duly directed and 
issued in accordance with the statute in such cases made and 
provided and summoned by the Sergeant of the City of Nor-
folk, from which panel the Commonwealth and the defendant 
each alternately struck folir, leaving the following jury, to-
wit: William E. Hinton, Mabel M. Murphy, Lucille ,v. Am-
brose, Linwood Billups, Phillip H. Moody, Eddie Owens, 
Harry L. Richter,. Victor H,ose, Hubert W. Sykes, G'arnet P. 
Terry, Esther ,¥ ood and Marie Flynn, who were sworn the 
truth of and upon the premises to speak, and having fully 
heard the evidence and argument of counsel, re-
page 15 ~ turned a verdict in the following words, '' ,v e the 
jury do hereby find the defendant Arthur J. Knight 
guilty as charged on this indictment and affix his punishment 
at five (5) years in the State Penitentiary." Thereupon tl1e 
defendant, by counsel, moved the Court for arrest of judgment 
and to set aside the verdict of the jury on the grounds that said 
verdict is contrary to the law and the evidence, the hearing 
of which motions is continued. And the Court doth fix the 
amount of bail bond at $7,500.00. 
And the prisoner was remanded to jail. 
And in said Court on the 17th day of October, 1953. 
Arthur J. Knight, who stands convicted of Statutory Bur-
glary, this day again appeared in Court pursuant to the terms 
of bis recognizance, and came as well the Attorney for the 
Commonwealth and the Attorneys for the defendant, and the 
i:µotion for a new trial, heretofore made on the 16th day of 
July, 1953, now having been fully heard by the Court, is over-
ruled; to which action of the Court in overruling said motion, 
Arthur J. Knight v. Commonwealth of Virginia. 5 
the defendant, by counsel, duly excepted. Whereupon it being 
demanded of him if anything for himself he had or knew t~ 
say why the Court should not here and now proceed to pro-
nounce judgment against him according to law, and nothing 
being offered or alleged in delay of judgment, it is therefore 
considered by the Court that the said Arthur J. Knight be con-· 
fined in the Penitentiary of this Commonwealth for the term 
of Five Years, subject to a credit of 11 days spent in jail await-
ing trial. Thereupon the defendant, by counsel, moved the 
Court for time. in which to apply for a writ of error to the 
foregoing judgment, which motion having been heard by the 
Court, is sustained, and it is ordered that the execution of the 
aforesaid judgment be postponed until the 30th day of De-
cember, 1953, or until the Supreme Court of Appeals of Vir-
ginia shall deny said writ of error if prior thereto. 
And the prisoner was permitted to depart pursuant to the 
terms of his recognizance. 
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A Copy-Teste : 
* 
W. L. PRIEUR, JR., Clerk 
By IRA B. "WHITE, D. C . 
• 
• 
NOTICE OF APPEAL AND ASSIGNMENTS OF ERROR. 
NOTICE OF APPEAL. 
Arthur J. Knight gives notice of appeal and that he will 
apply to the Supreme Court of Appeals <:>f Virginia, for a writ 
of error and siipersedeas to the judgment entered in this case 
in the Corporation Court of the City of Norfolk, Virginia, on 
October 17, 1953. 
ASSIGNMENTS OF· ERROR. 
The trial court erred: 
(1) In refusing to set aside the. verdict of the jury on the 
ground that said verdict was contrary to the law and evidence. 
(2) !n overruling defendant's motion for a mistrial based 
6 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
on remarks made by the attorney for the Commonwealth in 
his opening statement to the jury, prejudicial to the defend-
ant. (3) In admitting in evidence, over the objection of the de-
fendant, two written confessions made by Paul Britton and 
James Gresham, alleged accomplices of the def enclant. 
l\L R. BROUDY 
Of Counsel for Arthur J. Knight. 
J. EUGENE DIGGS, Atty. 
145 Bank Street 
Norfolk, Virginia. 
BROUDY & BROUDY, Attys. 
821 Bank of Commerce Building 
Norfolk, Virginia. 
Counsel for Arthur J. Knight. 
Filed Dec. 11, 1953. 
W. L. PRIEUR, JR., Clerk 
By IRA B. WHITE, D. C . 
• • • • 
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• • • • • 
RECORD 
Stenographic transcript of the testimony introduced and 
proceedings had upon the trial of the above entitled cause in 
said Court on July 16, 1953, before the Honorable R. B. 
Spindle, Jr., Judge of said Court, and jury. 
Appearances: ·Mr. William L. Ward, Assistant Attorney 
for the Commonwealth. 
Messrs. Broudy and Broudy and Mr. J. Eugene Diggs, At-
torneys for the defendant. 
page 3 ~ The Court : Are you gentlemen ready Y 
Mr. Broudy: I think so, sir, if the witnesses are 
here. 
The Clerk: Do you want a trial by the Judge or by a jury? 
The Defendant: By a jury. 
· Arthur J. Knight v. Commonwealth of Virginia. 7 
Woodrow W. Reasor. 
(The defendant was arraigned and pleaded not guilty and 
a jury was selecte4 and sworn..> · 
Mr. Broudy: If your Honor please~ we move that the wit-
nesses be separated. 
The Court: So ordered. 
(The witnesses were thereupon sworn and excluded.) 
Note : Excerpt from opening statement of the Common-
wealth's Attorney: 
Mr. Ward: This is a little bit different from the usual case 
such as this. The defendant, Arthur Knight, is not the usual 
criminal that you see in these cases. 
Mr. Broudy: If your Honor please, there has been no evi-
dence that the defendant is any kind of a criminal and the 
statement made by counsel for the Commonwealth that the de-
fendant is not the usual criminal that you 'see in these cases 
is not a fair statement of what he proposes to prove 
page 4 ~ by the evidence. 
The Court: I don't think you need to argue that. 
You bad better eliminate that. 
Mr. Broudy: If your Honor please, I think the statement 
made was such that it is very damaging and under the circum-
stances we are going· to have to ask your Honor for a mis.trial. 
The Court: I don't think it calls for a mistrial but I will 
strike ~:mt the remark. After all, this is an opening statement, 
and when it is stricken out it ought to be disregarded by the 
jury. We will proceed. 
Mr. Broudy: We except, if your Honor please. 
Mr. Ward: Your Honor, I apologize to the Court and jury. 
Perhaps I didn't phrase it properly. . 
page 5 } WOODROW W. REASOR, 
called as a witness on· behalf of the Commonwealth, 
having· been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as 
follows: · 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Will you state your name, please, sir? 
A. Woodrow W. Reasor. 
Q. Mr. Reasor, where do you work? . 
A. I work for the E. V. Williams Company. 
Q. The E. V. Williams Company is located wheref 
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Woodrow W. Reasor. 
A. 1269 East Princess Anne Road. 
Q. What is the nature of the business conducted by the E. V. 
Williams Company f 
A. We are a contracting :firm. 
Q. What is your position with E. V. Williams Company? 
A. I am office manager. 
Q. Now, Mr. Reasor, directing your attention to the night 
of April 10, of this year, were you called to the E. V. Williams 
Company late that night? 
A. Yes, sir, I was called about 11 :15 in the evening. 
Q. "\Vho called you to come there? 
A. Mr. E. V. Williams. 
Q. And when you arrived at the E. V. Williams Company 
what did you find? · 
A. "\V ell, our front door 11ad been broken open. It has a 
metal door which had been broken, the lock had been 
page 6 ~ broken open, and in the immediate entrance to the 
building we have desks and all of the business ma-
chines, calculating machines and typewriters, and they were 
piled np on the desks, all except one that had been knocked 
off the desk in the floor upside down. "\Ve missed a radio. 
That is the only thing we missed. "\Ve had a· television set and 
that was out in the hall, and- . 
Q. Let me interrupt you. Is this t11e radio which was taken 
and missed from the E. V. Williams Company ( exhibiting a 
radio) Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Ward: Your Honor, we offer this as a Commonwealth's 
exhibit. 
The Court: So received and marked Commonwealth's Ex-
hibit No. 1, Mr. Reporter. 
By M:r. Ward: 
Q. Mr. Reasor, had anything happened to your safe 1 
A. Yes, sir, the dial had been knocked off of tl1at. In the 
rear of our office we have a shop where we maintain all of our 
trucks, and they had an acetylene torch in there and had 
started cutting the door open at the time but had not succeeded 
very far in the attempt. 
Q. Was there one of your trucks in a peculiar position when 
you arrived there¥ 
A. Yes, one of our trucks had been pulled im-
page 7 ~ mediately in front of the door to obscure the view 
from the street. 
Arthur. J. Knight v. Commonwealth of Virginia. 9 
Woodrow lT'. Reasor. 
Q. That was pulled in front of the door where the break-in 
occurred? 
A. Yes,' sir, in front of the office door. 
Q. How much money did you have in your safe that night? 
·A. I don't know the exact amount but I know in the neigh-
borhood of $900.00. We carried $1,200.00 petty cash fund in 
there and we had a few unclaimed envelopes, pay envelopes, 
in the safe, and we had replenished the petty.cash that day. I 
assume it was around $900.00 but I don't recall the exact 
amount. We didn't count it. 
Q. Was that door that was open when you arrived closed 
and secured when you left that night upon closing the- bus~-
ness¥ ··; 
A. Yes, the door is locked each nig·ht. I wasn't the last on·e 
there in the evening, but we have an eight foot fence, metal 
fence, around the whole yard and it is locked each night, too~· 
Mr. Broudy: He wasn't there. If be was not the one who 
locked the door how could he tell whether the door was locked 
or unlocked at the time. What they do· customarily is not ad-
missible. . 
The Court : Confine yourself to pertiµen~ ~vidence. · 
page 8 ~ By Mr. Ward: . 
Q. I show you this picture which purports to be 
a picture of the sa.fe and ask you if that shows the condition 
of the safe when you arrived tliat night. after being notified 
of the break-in 7 · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·wm you point out on that picture where any ~damage 
was done to the safe? 
A. Yes, sir. The dial here (indicating) is knocked off. · Il 
isn't there. I guess this is ashes. from the acetylene torch. 
Mr. Broudy: I don't think we ought to go into any 
guessing. The pi<::ture speaks for ,itself. He can say it was 111 
good condition when he left and this is the condition it was 
found in, but to describe the thing and say,· "I guess it is du~ 
to" something that happened, I don't think is proper. It is 
not proper to _guess. He wasn't there. 
The Witness: Let me say-
The Court: I don't think the common acceptation of the 
words "I guess", ought to be accepted in evidence. 
10 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Woodrow W. Reasor. 
By·Mr. Ward: 
Q. This is a picture of your safeY 
page 9 ~ A. Yes. 
Q. This hole opposite the dial, was that hole there 
before this break-in? 
A. No. 
lfr. Ward: I offer this in evidence. 
The Court: Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 2. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. I show you another picture which purports to show a 
desk with certain business machines piled upon it and showing 
a truck backed up in front of the door. Does that show the 
interior of the office and show the truck which was backed up 
in front of the door Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Ward: We offer this, your Honor. 
The Court: Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 3. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. I show you another picture which purports to show the 
interior of the office with an acetylene torch in this picture . 
. Did you find that in the E. V. Williams Company place? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Was it there upon closing that nightf 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Where is it kept. 
· A. In the back. 
page 10} Mr. Ward: I introduce this if your Honor 
please. 
The Court: Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 4. 
:By Mr. Ward: 
Q. I show you another picture showing you the interior of 
the office and ask .you if that is the interior of the E. V. Wil-
liams office when you returned after the break-in Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was it in that condition when you left that night! 
A .. No, sir. 
Mr. Broudy: I didn't get the last question. 
Arthur J. Knig·ht v. Commonwealth of Virginia. 11 
Woodrow W. Reasor. 
Mr. Ward: '''Vas it in that condition when you left that 
night Y '' I introduce that if your Honor please. 
The Court: Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 5. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. I show you another picture which purports to show a 
door-
Mr. Broudy: He didn't close the place. 
Mr. Ward: He is the office manager and it is his job to see 
how the office runs and what happens. 
Mr. Broudy: I understand "that, but when he left there he 
left someone else there and didn't close it. He can't 
page 11 ~ say whether· that was the condition of the .Place at 
the time it was closed. He can say that it was not 
in that condition at the time he left. That is the only thing 
he can say. 
Mr. Ward: That is all right then, he can say that. He 
identifies the picture showing the conditions :When he returned 
and f onnd it. That is my only purpose. 
Mr. Broudy: That is all right. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. I show you another picture which shows a door and 
shows what appears to be a lock knocked off and a truck in 
front of the door of the E. V. Williams Company Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is that the way the door showed, the door was, and is 
that the position of the truck when you returned upon being 
notified of a break-in Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Ward: We offer this, your Honor. 
The Court : Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 6. 
Bv Mr. Ward: . , 
·Q. Did the defendant, Arthur Knig·ht, ever work for the E. 
V. Williams Company? 
,,A.. Yes, sir. · 
Q. And when did he work for them! 
A. In July, 1950. He worked pay weekend July 
page 12 } 9th, and week ending July 16th. I don't know the 
exact dates. I called in and got this this morning. 
I can get the exact days he worked. 
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W oadrow W .. Reasor. 
Q. When do you customarily pay your employees at the E .. 
V. Williams Company i 
A. We pay them at noon time on Saturday. 
Q. This break-in occurred on Friday night, I believe f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was there anything else taken other than the radio f 
A. That is all we missed. 
Mr. vVard: All right, you may inquire :Mr. Broudy. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By :M:r. Broudy: 
Q. What time did you leave, :Mr. Reasor 1 
A. I left the office at around 6 o'clock in the evening. 
Q. Who did you leave. in the office? 
A. Mr. Linwood Maze. 
Q. ,vhat year was it this boy worked at your establishment? 
A. What year? 
Q. During what year was this boy working. at 
page 13 ~ your place of business? ·. . , · 
A. Which boy are you talking ab9ut¥ . 
Q. The defendant. · · 
. A. He worked in 1950 a.nd 1951, two different occasions. 
Q. w·ha t dates in 1950 I 
A. In 195.0 he got paid on the weekend of July 9th and also 
got another pay on the week en~ing July 19th. In 1951 he 
worked for our firm from July 18 through August 20th .. 
. ' . 
Mr. Broudy: That is all, Mr. Reasor. 
RE-DIRECT EXJ\MIN4TIQN. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. One more question, Mr. Reasor. The E .. V. Williams 
Company is surrounded by a wire fence t · · 
_:· A. Yes, sir. · . . . . 
Q. How high is it 1 
A. Seven foot with three strands of barbed wire on the 
top. · 
·-; Mr. "\Vard: Come down. That is all. Mr. Broudy, ·do you 
object to his being excused Y 
Mr. Broudy: No. 
Arthur J. Knight v. Commonwealth of Virginia. 13 
M. F. Gamble. 
1\fr. Ward: You may be excused. May he be excused your 
Honor? 
The Court: Yes. 
Mr. Ward: Call Officer Gamble. 
page 14 r M. F. GAMBLE, 
called as a witness on behalf of the Commonwealth 
having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as 
follows: 
By the Court: 
Q. What is your name? 
A. M. F. Gamble. 
Q. G-a-m-b-1-e i 
A. Yes, sir. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. You are a Norfolk police officer, Mr. M. F. Gamble? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Officer Gamble, on the night of April 10 of this year did 
you receive a call to go to the E. V. Williams Company? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You went there did you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you find when you arrived¥ 
A. ·when we arrived we walked along the fence and I saw a 
man behind a dump truck that was parked in front of the 
door. 
Q. Pause right there, sir. Does this picture which is Ex-
hibit No. 6 represent the dump tmck that was parked in front 
of the door, and is that the way it was? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 15 r Q. Wbat did you next observe? 
A. Vlell, about the same time I saw him he saw 
me ahd he started running and my partner was over the fence 
at that time. 
Q. ·who was your partner f 
A. Officer Eisner. 
Q. What next happened¥ 
A. After my partner got over the fence ,v.e chased him or 
he chased him to the southwest corner of the fence and I tried 
to find a way to get over the fence and after I got over I found 
another man behind a shovel and we handcuffed the man. He 
ran to the fence, and then we .took the other man in custody. 
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M. J?, Garnble. '. I 
Bv the Court : 
"Q. A little louder. 
A. "\Ve took the other man in custody. 
By :Mr. Ward: 
Q. You and your partner arrested two men inside of the 
fence? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you recall whether those men were James J. Gresham 
and Paul Britton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you inspect the premises there at the E. V. Williams 
Company? 
page 16 ~ A. Inside or outside? 
Q. Inside. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you go inside Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you observe when you went insideT 
A. We found a half-dozen adding machines on the desk 
right at or near the door, and a little further inside we found 
some adding machines on the floor, and then we went to the 
safe and found the acetylene torch. 
Mr. Broudy: Then what Y 
By Mr. Ward: . 
Q. You say you went to the safe and found the acetylene 
torch? 
A. Yes. The combination had been knocked off the safe. 
Q. The combination had been knocked off the safe? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you find any implements around there which could 
have been used for that purpose? 
A. No, sir, I didn't. 
Mr. Ward: All right, Mr. Broudy. 
Mr. Broudy: No questions. 
Mr. Ward: I am sorry. I do have one more questiol1. 
page 17 t Bv Mr. Ward: 
"Q. Could you determine from your investigation 
how entry was made into the building, how they got in the 
building! 
· Arthur J. Kni?bt v. Commonwealth of Virginia. 15 
M. F. Gamble. 
].\fr. Broudy: I think he can tell the conditions he found .. 
Mr. Ward: I will change the question. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. What did you observe about the door in front of which 
the truck was parked t 
A. It was open. The handle had been forced open and there 
were splinters in front of the door. 
Q. I again hand you Exhibit No. 6 and ask you if this 
picture represents the condition of the door as you saw it 
that night¥ 
A. It does. 
Mr. Ward: Any questions, Mr. Broudy! 
CROSS EXAMINATION~ 
By Mr. Broudy: 
Q. What time of night was it that you arrived thereT 
A. Approximately 11 :15 .. 
Q. 11 :15? 
A. Yes, sir, just after we started to work. 
! I I 
Q. You started to work about 11 t 
page 18 } A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You got your message after you started to 
workY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Broudy: That is all. 
Mr. Ward: Come down, Officer Gamble. 
Bv Mr. Ward: 
.. Q. Is Officer Eisner here, yet? 
A. He is still at the Police Court, I-think. 
! I 
:Mr. Ward: May we have just a moment, your Honor! I 
want to send for a witness who is in jail. 
Mr. Broudy: Are you recess~ng for a mome:nty 
The Court : To send for a witness, yes. 
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PAUL BRITTON, 
called as a witness on behalf of the Commonwealth, having 
been first sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. ·what is your name 1 
A. Paul Britton .. 
page 19 } Q. You will have· to speak loud enough so we can 
hear you .. 
A. Paul Britton. 
Q. Paul, you were c.aught in the E. V. Williams Company 
yard, were you not, on the night of April 10th! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you have been tried and convicted of the crime-
Mr. Broudy: If your Honor please-
A. Yes, sir. . . 
Mr. Broudy:. _-We withdraw the objection. 
By Mr. Ward: . 
Q. You have been tried and convicted of your part in the 
breaking and entering of the E. V. ,vmiams Company! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Yon have also been in the penitentiary twice before, 
have you not f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, I want you to tell the Court and the jury just what 
you did that night, how you happened to get to the E. V. Wil-
liams Company and break and enter, who came with you and 
how you started, and tell all about it? 
A. On April lOth-
Mr. Broudy: I can't hear him. 
The Court: Speak louder. 
page 20 } A. On April 1.0, 1953, I left home at 11 :30. 
By Mr. Broudy: 
Q. Can't you talk louder? I can't hear you. 
A. -On the night of .April 10, 1953, I left home at 11 :30. In 
the day I went to Portsmouth and stayed there until night 
and came home and met Arthur Knight. 
By Mr. "'\Vard: 
Q. When you say "Arthur Knight" you mean this man 
sitting behind his attorneys and can you identify him? 
Mr. Broudy: My friend wants him to identify him and 
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a.::1ks him if he is the man sitting behind his attorney. The 
witnesses were separated. 
The Court: I sustain the objection to the question as asked. 
Let it be rephrased. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Do you see Arthur Knight in this court room 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Will you stand up and come over and put your hand on 
him? 
A. Right here (indicating). 
Q. Have your seat up there. Go ahead, please. 
A. I met him on my way home and asked him for a ride. 
By Mr. Broudy: 
Q. Met who? 
A. Arthur James Knight. 
page 21 t Q. What kind of car was he driving? · 
A. A '51 Buick. 
Q. You asked him for a ride hom:e ! 
A. Yes. 
Q. Was anyone else in the car with him! 
A. Yes. 
Q. vVho was in the car with him f 
A. James Gresham. 
Q. James Gresham 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Anyone else Y 
A. Yes, sir, a fellow named Wyatt, Jr. 




Q. That made four in the cart 
A. Yes. 
Q. ·what happened nexU 
A. I got in the car with him and he said he was going across 
the track. I told him it would be all right and I would walk 
home from there. We got along by Landing and Calvert and 
he asked me did I want to make some money. 
Q. He asked you whaU 
A. He asked me did I want to make some money 
page 22 t and I told him I didn't mind. We got across the 
railroad track and pulled up behind the E. V. Wil-
liams Company. 
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By th~ Court: 
Q. Did what? 
A. Pulled up behind the E. V. ·wmiams Company. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Did he say anything about the company? 
A. He said they get the payrolls Friday and get paid off on 
Saturday. 
Q. They get the payroll on Fridays and get paid on Satur-
days? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What did you do? 
.A. I got out and walked around and looked, and come back 
and he told me, ''There is not anything to worry about." 
Mr. Broudy: I can't hear you. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Speak louder. . 
A. I got out and walked around and there was not any 
watchman there, they didn't have nary one. I crossed the 
fence. He helped me. 
Q. Who helped you cross the fence T 
A. Arthur James Knight. 
Q. Wbat did you do? 
A. I walked around the yard and found a crow-
page 23 } bar. · 
Q. Just a minute. v\7bere did you find this crow-
barT 
A. On a truck or tractor. 
Q. Is this the crowbar? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Ward: We offer this, your Honor. 
The Court: Exhibit No. 7. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. You say you found that in a truck f 
A. On top of a truck. 
Q. Have you ever seen this hammer before Y 
A. I had not seen it before that night. He had it in his 
hand. · 
Q. WhohadiU 
A. Wyatt, Jr. 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Paul B,-itto,i. 
Mr. Ward: We offer this, t~o, your Honor. 
The Court : Exhibit No .. 8. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. You went across the fence and got the crowbar. What 
did you next do 1 
A. I went around, walked around, and Arthur James come 
over and put the truck in front of the door .. 
Q. You walked around. What was Arthur James Knight 
doingf 
A. He put the truck in front of the door to· kee~ 
page 24 } from seeing from the street. 
Q. Why did lie put the truck there Y 
A. To keep f rem seeing from the street, so nobody could 
see from the door. · 
Mr. Broudy: I can't hear you. 
By Mr. Broudy: 
Q. What did. you say he was putting it there £or t 
A. He was putting it there so when I put the crowbar there 
to open the door nobody would see me. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. I show you this picture marked Exhibit 6. Does that 
show how the truck was put in front of the door? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who put it in front of the door Y 
A. Arthur James Knight. 
Q. WhatnexU 
A. I took the crowbar an.d started working on the door. 
Q. Did you break the door open f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you do that with the crowbar! 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. I show you this picture again, Exhibit No~ 6. Is that the 
door you broke in Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 25 ~ Q. With the crowbar! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that the door that enters the E. V. Williams Com ... 
panyY 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What happened after yon broke the doorf 
A. Wyatt, Jr., got over there in the place and started work-
ing on the safe. 
:M:r. Broudy: I can ''t hear yon. 
The Witness: ,vyatt, Jr., went over there and started 
working on the safe. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. What was he working on it with f 
A. He1 started on it with a hammer and then got an acety-
lene torch. 
Q. He was the one who brought the tor~h inf 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know where he got it t 
A. From the garage. 
Q. was that outside f 
A. Inside. 
Q. ,vhat next happened f 
A. They could not work the acetylene torcb and they started 
piling typewriters on the desk and they said they were g·oing 
to steal them and I told them I was not going to 
page 26 ~ help carry them out. 
Q. Where was Arthur James Knight all of this 
timef 
A. He got back over the fence. 
Q. What was he supposed to do on the other side of the 
fence? 
A. He was supposed to be the lookout. 
Q. He was supposed to be the lookout Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. What next happened after Wyatt Jr. piled the machines 
up on the desk T 
A. Brought this radio on the outside and throwed it over 
the fence. · 
By Mr. Broudy: · 
Q. Will you speak louder f I can't hear you. 
A. I brought this radio on the outside and throwed it over 
the fence. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Threw the radio over the fence f 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. What happened next t 
A. He went behind the truck and said he was going to get 
a chisel. 
Q. What next happened? 
A. Gresham come rushing over there and asked me where 
everybody was at and I told him they were over 
page 27 } there. 
• Q. Did J ugger ever get over the fence Y 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. w·here did he stay T 
A. On the outside on the corner. 
Q. Was he the other lookout f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Broudy: I think that is entirely leading. 
The Court : I think it is leading. 
Mr. Broudy: And entirely improper. 
By Mr. ·ward: 
Q. What was Jugger doing? 
A. He was standing on the corner for a lookout. 
Q. Gresham got over the fence and asked you where every-
body was? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What next happened? 
A. Then he told me, "Let's get out of here,'' and I said, 
'' All right, I don't like it no how.'' Then the police car came. 
Q. You and Gresham were caught in the yard, were you Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Why are you willing to testify today against Arthu · 
James Knight; have yon any reason? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 28 ~ Q. What is your reason Y 
A. Because James had already made the state-
ment if any of us would take the stand and I told him I would 
take the stand. 
Q. You said the statement had already been made! 
A. Yes, sir. 
By Mr. Diggs: 
·Q. He asked you why you were willing to testify and what 
did you say in reply to thaU . 
A. I told him because the statement had already been made. 
Q. You had made the statement! 
A. Yes, sir. 
22 Supr~me Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Paul Britton. 
Q. That is the reason you are testifying against him f 
A. Yes, sir. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. What is your feeling towards Arthur James Knight T 
Mr. Broudy: If your Honor please, how he feels-
The Court: I sustain the objection. o 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Did you know the police were coming there Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Who was supposed to give warning that the 
page 27 ~ police were coming? 
A. Arthur James Knight and a fellow named 
Jugger. . 
Q. Did they give you the warningY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And you were caught Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The police didn't catch them did they? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Speak louder. Were you and Gresham the only ones 
that told the police about- Arthur Knight Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know what happened to him when the police 
came, did you know where he went Y 
A. No, ·sir. 
Q. But you know he didn't warn you T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Ward: All right, Mr. Broudy. · 
· CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Broudy: 
Q. Your name is Paul Britton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you known Knight T 
page 28 ~ · A. Around five or six years. 
. Q. James Knight? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you work T 
A. I wasn't working nowhere at the time. 
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Q. What! 
A. Nowhere at the time. 
Q. You weren't working anywhere! 
A. No, sir .. 
Q. Where had you been working! 
A. I had been to Washington and Baltimore. 
Q.. Baltimore Y 
A. And Washington .. 
Q. And Washington Y 
A. Yes. 
I I 
Q. When did you meet up with the defendant, Knight Y 
A. April 10th. 
Q. I can't hear you. 
A. April 10th. 
Q. April 10th f 
A. Yes. 
Q. What was April 10th f 
A. Friday. 
Q. Friday! 
A. Yes, sir. 
I I 
I , 
page 29 } Q. What time did you say you met him f 
A. I didn't say what time it was. I didn't have 
no watch. 
Q. You didn't have any watch T 
A. No. 
Q. I asked you now what time did you meet him? 
A. I don't know. I didn't have no watch. 
Q. You don't know what time you met him 7 
A. No. 
Q. Where had you been Y 
A. In Portsmouth. 
Q. In Portsmouth Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you meet him in the daytime or nighttime T 
A. Nighttime. 
Q. What were you doing in Portsmouth? 
A. I went over there to see friends of mine. 
Q. WhaU 
A. I went over there to see friends of mine. 
Q. WhoY 
A. Charlie Bracey and a girl. 
Q. Had you seen Knight the day before f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You saw him the day before Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
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page 30} Q . .And you went over. to see Charlie Bracey. 
Now, what time did you leave Charlie's. houset 
A. Around somewhere after 6. 
Q. Six o'clock? 
.A. Some minutes after 6., 
Q. Some minutes after 6f 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Where did you go from Charlie's honsef 
A. Over to Effingham and High Streets. 
Q. You went from Charlie's house to Effingham and High 
Streetsf 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is at Effingham and High Streets f 
A. A beer garden there. 
Q. A beer garden? 
A. Yes, -sir. ,, 
Q. At High Street. How long did you stay at the beer 
garden! 
.A. I would say about an hour and 45 minutes, something 
like that. 
Q. About an hour and 45 minutes f 
A. Yes. 
· Q. That would make it around 8 o'clock? 
.A. It could have been about tllat. 
Q. About. that t 
page 31 r .A. Yes. 
Q. Where did you go then? 
A. Come back to Norfolk. 
Q. You came to Norfolk Y 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then where did you p;o when you got to Norfolk? 
A. I come straight up Church Street to Calvert Street .. 
Q. Came up Church Street to Calvert Street¥ 
.li. Yes. 
Q. Where did you go then? 
A. I was on my way home and I met Arthur James. 
Q. Yon were on your way home and met Arthur James f 
A. Yes. 
Q,. How did you get up to Church and Calvert Streets, ride 
or walked? 
.A. Walked. 
Q. Would it be fair to say that you met him somewhere 
around 8 :30? 
A. I couldn't say. 
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Q. I am not going to tie yon down to the minute, but it could 
not have been later than 9 o'clock, could it? 
A. Somewhere around 9 o'clock. 
Q. Then where did yon meet him Y 
A. At the corner of Calvert and Chicazola Street.' 
Q. Who was with yon 7 
page 32 r A. I was by myself when I met him. 
A. No. 
Q. Had you made an engagement with him Y 
Q. What? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you say yes or no? 
A. ''No." 
Q. Yon_ met him accidentallyl 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. There were four other men in the car when yon met him Y 
~- Yes, sir. 
Q. Friends of yours 1 
A. No. 
Q. Not friends of yours Y 
A. No. 
Q. Had yon ever seen them before Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Had y:on ever associated with them? 
A. No. 
Q. Had yon ever been in any escapades or broken in any 
house with them 7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. They were strangers to yon so far as the commission of 
crime was concerned Y 
page 33 ~ A. Yes. 
·Q. WliaU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you known Gresham T 
A. Oh, around about two years. 
Q. Two years Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Diel yon ever associate with him in the commission of 
any crime? 
A. No, sir.· 
Q. I can't hear yon. . 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. Well, after you met at 9 o'clock did yon have any agree-
ment with any of those people as to what you were going to 
do? 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. WhaU 
A. No, sir. 
Paul Britton. 
Q. As I understood you, on your direct examination you 
.said he asked you if you wanted to make some money. 
A. That is after I got in the car. Q. What? · 
A. Right after I got in the car. 
Q. Did you sit in the front seat or back seaU 
A. Front seat. 
page 34 ~ Q. He addressed himself to you and asked you if 
you wanted to make some money T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you told him Y 
A. Yes. 
·Q. Then it was he told you about this place, this Williams 
place! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is your answer to that? 
A. Yes, sir, when we got across the track. 
Q. When you got across the track? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He told you about the Williams place? 
A. Yes, sir. , 
Q. Were you designated to do any particular thing? 
A. He told me to open the door. 
Q. When did he tell you to open the door f 
A. When I got out and walked back to the car. 
Q. When you got out of the car was there an agreement as 
to what each was to do7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You said that Knight was supposed to be the lookout 
man. When was he designated to do that? 
A. After I got back to the car. He helped me over the 
fence. 
page 35 ~ Q. He helped you over the fence? 
A. Yes, sir, he helped me over the fence. 
Q. With reference to t}lis truck, how far was the car moved 
from the place where the car was parked Y 
A. Third house behind the place. 
Q. WhatY 
A. Third house behind the pla.ce: 
Q. Three doors behind Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
·Q. Could you see the car from where you were Y 
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A. Yes, sir .. 
Q. What! 
A. Yes, sir .. 
Q. Did you see the car leave t 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You didn't see it leave! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you tell the officers that there was a car there! 
A. No, sir. 
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Q. Did you tell the officers there were other men with you! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Right then and there you told the officers there were 
other men with you? 
page 36 ~ A. Not until we got down here. 
Q. What did you tell the officers before you got 
down beret 
A. Nothing. 
Q. Did they ask you if anybody was with you f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Didn't ask you whether there were any more with you! 
A. No, sir. They asked me that when I got down to the 
Detective Bureau. · · 
Q. They asked you that when you got down to the Detective 
Bureau? 
A. Yes. 
. Q. When you were taken down to the Detective Bureau, 
what time were you taken there! 
A. Some time after ten, after Mr. Williams got there. 
Q. After ten f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You were not arrested until after 11. You are a little 
off on the time. 
A. I couldn't say exactly. 
Q. How long had yon been at Williams place before you 
were arrested! 
A. I couldn't say. 
Q. Could you say whether you had been there a half hour, 
an hour or an hour and a half 7 
page 37 } A. Close to 45 minutes. 
Q. vVhaU 
A. Close to 45 minutes. 
Q. Close to 45 minutes? 
A. Yes. 
Q. If you were arrested around 11 :15 you were there about 
10 :30, you arrived there at 10 :30Y _ . 
l 
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A. I don't know what time it was w11en we got there. 
Q. WhaU 
A. I don't know what time it was when we got there. 
Q .. .A.bout that time t 
A. Yes .. 
Q. What we1·e you doing in this car from 9 o'clock until 
10 :30, yon say it was approximately 9 o'clock when you got to 
Norfolk and got in the car. ,Vhat were you doing out there 
from 9 :30 to 10 :30? · 
A. I walked around awhile, around the place, and come back 
to the car. 
Q. What did you walk aronnd for? 
.A. To see if a night watchman was there. 
Q .. I thought you said to the jury Knight told you you need 
not be. afraid, that there wasn't any night watchman there 1 
.A. I found ont for myself before he told me. 
Q. You wanted to be sure there was not any 
page 38 ~ night watchman Y 
A. Yes. 
Q·. So you went around and did what you call cased the job? 
A. Yon can .call it that. 
Q. What do you call it f 
A. I say tlie same thing. 
Q. You cased the job before you entered the place to see 
that there was no night watchman; is that righU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And Knight, when you got back, told you you need not be 
afraid, that there was no nightwa tchman f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where was he when he told you that! 
A. By his car. 
Q. Outside of the car? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What were those other four men with you at the time 
doing while you were casing the job? 
A. Sitting in the car. 
Q. Sittin~ in there waiting· for you to report? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you report back that everything was 
page 39 ~ clear 1 
A. I come back to the car. 
Q. When you got back to the car did you report back to them 
that everything was clear? 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You shake your head. 
A. I say yes, sir. 
Q. You said everything was clear. This whole affair was 
Knight's, all done at Knight's suggestion? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. If Knight knew there was no watchman there what did 
you want to case the job for'/ 
A. I wanted to be sure. 
Q. You wanted to be sure? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You were not sure until afterwards. Did he tell you in 
the car that there was no night watchman thereY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Just when did he tell you there was no night watchman 
there? 
A. After I got out of the car and walked around and come 
back he said, ''You need not worry about nothing. There is 
no night watchman.'' 
Q. No night watchman? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 'What did ·wyatt doY 
page 40 ~ A. Wyatt Jr. Y 
Q. Yes. Is that his name Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did he do? 
A. He didn't do nothing until I opened the door and he 
come over the fence. 
Q. Did you have to go over the fence to open the door T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. After you opened the door how did he get over the fence 7 
A. The same way I did. 
Q. How did you g·et over Y 
A. There was a gate next to the fence .. 
Q. "'What? 
A. There was a gate next to the fence and I climbed up on 
the gate. 
Q. You climbed up on the gate¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Next to the fence Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And "'\Vyatt Jr. did the same thing! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And Gresham did the .same thing! 
A. Yes, sir. 
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-page 41 ~ Q. ,vha t? 
A. Yes, sir. He was the last one to come over. 
Q. Jugger7 
A. He didn't come over. 
Q. He didn't come over? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Why didn't J ugger come over Y 
A. I don't know. He was over on the corner. 
·Q. When was your agreement made that Jugger was sup-
posed to be on the corner Y 
A. No agreement made about that. 
Q. Why didn't J ugger come in 7 
A. I don't know. 
Q. What? 
A. I don't know. He was on the corner watching. 
Q. You told the Commonwealth's attorney that Jugger was 
supposed to stand on the corner as a lookout. 
A. I say James was on one corner and J ugger on the other 
corner. I figured he was supposed to be the lookout man. 
Q. You :figured thaU 
A. Yes. · 
Q. There had been no agreement that he was to be the look-
out man? 
A. No, sir. 
page 42 ~ Q. Did Knight ever get over the fence Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was it hard to get over the fence Y 
A. Sir? 
Q. Was it-hard to get over the fence? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It was hard to get over? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You didn't have much trouble? 
A. James helped me over the fence. 
Q. Who helped James over? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. WhaU 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Who helped Wyatt over? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Who helped Gresham over? 
A. When I looked around he was over there. 
Q. You were not the first one over 7 
A. I went over by myself the first time and Wyatt Jr. come 
behind me. · 
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Q. You went over the fence by yourself the first time f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 1Nas that the time you were casing the jobY 
page 43 } A. No, sir. · 
fencef 
Q.. When was the first time you went over the 
A. That was the only time, the first time I went over. 
Q. Didn't you say that when you went over the fence the 
first time! 
A. I mean that was the only time. 
Q. Why did you say the first- time? 
A. The first time was the only time I went over and the 
last. 
Q. The first and last Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. G.resham was already there T 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. He wasn't there? 
A. I left him in the car. 
; ' I : 
Q. Didn't you say that when you went over the fence-I 
asked you how Gresham came over and you said be was 
already there 1 
A. James put the truck in front of the door and I got over 
the fence and then Gresham come over. 
Q. Didn't you tell the Court and jury that Gresham was 
already over when you climbed over the fence? 
A. No, sir, I didn't. 
page 44 ~ Q. You didn't say that Y 
A. No, sir, I didn't. 
Q. When did Gresham come over? 
A. He was the last one to come over after Wyatt, Jr., 
brought the radio out. . 
Q. Who helped him? . 
· .A. I don't know who helped him. 
Q. Knight was not the last one to get over Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Who went back-Knight went back after he got over! 
A. ,vyatt, Jr., took the radio outside of the fence and was 
coming back, but he didn't go on the outside1 he throwed it 
over. 
Q. That is Wyatt, Jr. 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. Knight was already in there Y 
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A. Yes, sir, helping. 
Q. How did he get back? 
.A.. From the same side where the truck was parked, he went 
over the fence on the other side. 
Q .. Whatt 
A. The truck was parked. 
Q. How did you get out of the place f 
Mr. Ward: If you will talk loud enough these 
page 45 ~ people will hear you. 
A. He climbed the back of the truck and went 
back over the fence. 
By Mr. Broudy: 
Q. He went back over the fence? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What happened to him Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. 'Where did he go Y 
A. I don't know. 
Q. He disappeared all of a sudden f 
A. Yes,. sir. 
Q. Up until the time you met Knight and these three otl1er 
men, Wyatt Jr. and Jugger, you lmd no idea of robbing or 
breaking and entering any establishment t 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You had no idea f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. No such idea was in your mind 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Isn't breaking into stores and places what you do7 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. What? 
A. No, sir. 
page 46 ~ Q. Isn't that what you have been doing for a liv-
ing since 1949 T 
A. No, sir. I have been working. 
Q. Where did you work? 
A. I was working at a place called H and P Market on 
Sewells Point Road. 
Q. When did you work there f 
A. 1949. 
Q. What? 
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A. 1949. 
Q. What part of 1949. Y 
A. The first part of 1949. 
Q. In February, 1949, did you work thereY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. According to the records we have here, on the 16th day 
of February, 1949, you-
Mr. Ward: Your Honor, I object to any records. I don't 
know what he has in the way of records. Unless he has an 
authenticated record, I object to it. If they are just records, 
they are not admissible in this case. 
Mr. Broudy: Let me complete the question. 
Mr. Ward: I object to the introduction of any record un-
less it is properly authenticated. 
page 4 7 ~ Mr. Broudy: I didn't say, "According to my 
record.'' If you ,yant me to state it, I have a copy 
of what purports to be the record of- · 
Mr. Ward: I object to what purports to be a record. If he 
has got an authenticated record he is referring to, he may ex-
amine him from it, otherwise he is misleading the jury and 
giving them the idea that he bas an authenticated record when 
he doesn't have it. 
l\fr. Broudy: I will withdraw the question if he thinks I am 
trying. to mislead the jury. I don't like that. I have never 
misled a jury and I am not going to start now. It is a little 
late after 42 years to try to mislead a jury. I am going to 
prove that in February, 1949, this man was not working. 
Mr. Ward: I think, that if Mr. Broudy is going to testify, 
the jury ought to go into their jury room .. 
The Court : Let the jury go in the jury room then. · 
(The jury retired.) 
Mr. Broudy: I can not unde.rstand for the life of me why 
my friend says I am going to testify. I am not go-
page 48 ~ ing to. . 
· The Court: Wbat have you got there? 
Mr. Broudy: On the 16th day of February, 1949, a man 
whose name is Paul Britton was convicted of house breaking 
and grand larceny and was sentenced to 12 months in jail and 
a $500 fine. He said he was working. I asked him if he didn't 
make a specialty of house breaking. We propose to prove that 
he was convicted in February, 1949 here in this court and got. 
twelve months for house breaking. 
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We propose to prove tl1at on the 25th clay of January, 1950, 
he was also convicted of breaking- in a store and given a sen-
tence, and we propose to show that on December 23rd, 1951, 
he was convicted ag·ain and p;iven six years in the penitentiary 
for breaking and entering an ABC Store. He told me be 
worked and we are trying· to show that he never worked and 
to show that l1e supports himself by breaking and entering 
these places. That is well within the limits of proper cross 
examination. 
Mr. Diggs: Mr. Ward asked him if he had not been to the 
penitentiary for two years? 
Mr. Ward: I asked him if he had not been in the 
page 49 ~ penitentiary on two previous occasions¥ It is not 
proper for him to offer any records that have not 
been properly au~henticated. 
Bv the Court: . 
"Q. You said you had been twice to the penitentiary 1 
A. Yes, sir. · 
The Court : Read those off again. 
Mr. Broudy: February 16, 1949. 
By the Court: 
Q. You didn't go to the penitentiary for that T 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You were convicted T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And_. went out to the Farm t 
A. Yes?sir. 
The Court: What is the next one? 
Mr. Broudy: January 25th, breaking and ente.ring, two 
years. 
The Court : From which court Y 
Mr. Broudy: I don't know, but I am expecting to prove it. 
The Witness: Across the hall. 
The Court : The third one. 
Mr. Boudy: The third one was six years on December 23 
1951. ' 
page 50 ~ The Court : How did he get out? 
Mr. Broudy: That is what I want to find out.. 
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By the Court: 
Q. How did you get out f 
.fJ... I escaped off the road. I couldn't get along with the 
Sergeant.. 
Mr. Ward·: I think be escaped. 
Mr. Broudy: I am going· to prove it. · · 
Mr. Ward: When you say "I have got the records to prove 
it,'' it is up to you to prove it. 
Mr. Broudy: We will prove it if he denies it. 
The Court: He has admitted it. 
Mr. Ward: My inain objection is to Mr. Broudy's saying, 
"'My records show." · , , : . 
The Court: What is your estimation of the length of this 
cross examination Y 
Mr. Broudy: It may last for an hour or so more if there is 
going to be an objection to every question. It is going to take 
. a lot longer if there is. 
Mr. Ward: I want to accommodate him but I will object 
when he gets off base. _ · 
page 51 } Mr. Broudy: You may object when I get '~ff 
base, but don't tell the jury I am misleading them. 
Mr. Ward: It is shocking. , 
Mr. Broudy: It will be shocking when I do it. 
The Court: Bring the jury in. I think I will adjourn them 
now. 
(The jury returned to the court room.) 
The Court: Members of the jury, I have concluded that we 
will adjourn for lunch, and we will r~sume the trial of this 
case at 2 o'clock. 
Will you arise and assume this obligation, that you will not 
permit any person outside of your own membership: to h~ve 
any contact or a.ny communication with you touching any 
matter relative to the trial of this case, that you will no_t read 
any newspaper accoun,ts or listen to any radio broadcasts 
relative to it, that you will not view the premises described, 
but return to the court room and resume this case in the same 
status in which it now is. 
page 52 ~ \Vhereupon, at 1 o'clock P. M., a recess was 
taken to 2 :00 o'clock P. M. 
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page 53 f.- AFTERNOON SESSION .. 
Met at close of recess. 
Present: Same parties as heretofore noted. 
PAUL BRITTON, 
the witness herein, resumes the stand for further cross ex-
amination and testified as follows: 
By Mr. Broudy: 
Q. Britton, we come back to where we were before the court 
adjourned or shortly before the court adjourned. I under-
stood you to say that in February, 1949, you were working! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who were you working for! 
A. The H and P Super Market. 
Q. The H and P Super Market Y 
A. Yes, sir.· . 
Q. I understood you to say you didn't make a specialty of 
house breaking f 
.A. I don't. 
Q. Were you convicted of house breaking and grand larceny 
on the 16th day of February, 1949 Y 
page 54 ~ A. Yes, sir, I was. 
Q. What? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You didn't work all of February then 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Up until the 16th! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. -When were you arrested f 
A. When was I arrested 'I 
Q. res. YOU were not caught and tried the same day f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. When you were arrested did you furnish bond T 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You must have been arrested in January and tried in 
February? What? 
· A. Yes. 
Q. You were not working for the H and P Market in Feb-
ruary T 
A. Yes, I was. 
Q. You were¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Were you out on bond Y 
A. No, sir. I was over there in jail waiting on trial. 
Q. You were over in jail waiting for trial¥ 
A. Yes. 
pag·e 55 ~ Q. So you could not be working for the Hand P 
!farketinFebruary? 
A. In January. 
Q. In January Y 
A. Yes. 
· Q. On the 25th of January, 1950, you were convicted of 
breaking and entering a store room in the nig·ht time and you 
got two years; is that right Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. WhaU . 
A. Yes, sir. • 
Q. Well, in 1951, December, 1951, the very next year, you 
were convictecl of breaking and entering in the night time an 
ABC Store and got six years Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was on the 23rd of December, 195H What? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You got six years 7 How did you get out? 
Mr. w· ard: I don't think it makes a lot of difference how 
he got out. 
The Court: I think he is correct on that. 
Mr. Broudy: If I may show what this man did-
The Court: You may show his convictions attacking his 
credibility but I am not going into the detail of how long he 
stayed in or how he got out, whether he was par-
page 56 ~ doned, escaped or what not. 
Mr. Broudy: We want to except to your Honor's 
ruling and state the grounds for the exception. 
The Court: · You may state the grounds later. 
Mr. Broudy: All right, sir. 
By Mr: Broudy: 
Q. You haven't worked anywhere in the last few years 7 
A. Yes, sir, 1951. 
Q. Where¥ 
A. Craney Island. 
Q. Craney Island Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live? 
.A. I was staying on Princess Anne Road, 926. 
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Q. 906. Princess Anne Road? 
A. 926. 
Q. 926? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When you were arrested you were taken up to the De-
tective office T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long did you stay up there? 
A. Until next morning. 
Q. You stayed there until the next morning?. 
page 57 ~ A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. How long was it before you made this state-
ment to them 1 
A. About an hour after I got there. 
Q. WhaU · 
A. About an hour after I got up there. 
Q. About an hour after you got up there you decided to 
make this statement? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You involved these other people in it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you expected to get no consideration? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Tbat is why you made the statements 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You involved four others? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you pleaded guilty 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But you haven't been sentenced? 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. That is when you expect to get your consideration for 
testifying against this man? 
page 58 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You do? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Broudy: All right. 
The Court: Is that alU 
Mr. Broudy: T~at is all. 
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RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Ward: · 
Q. Do you know whether or not you are going to be given 
any consideration? 
. A .. No, sir .. 
Q. Have you been promised any consideration t 
A.. No, sir. 
Q. This Buick that you spoke of which picked you up, 
Arthur James Knight was driving the Buick, was he? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You say it was a 1951 Buick 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Ward : All right, come down. 
page 59 } JAMES A. GRESHAM, 
called as a witness on behalf of the Commonwealth, 
having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as 
follows: ' 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Your name is James A. Gresham f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. James, you were one of those who broke and entered the 
E. V. Williams Company on April 10 of this year; is that cor-
rect? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you have been convicted of thaU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You haven't been sentenced awaiting the outcome of this 
case? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. James, I want you to tell the court and jury just what 
. you did on the night of April 10 and how you happened to go 
to the E. V. ·wmiams Company and who went with you Y 
A. On April 10 I left out of the pool parlor after shooting 
a game of pool. 
Mr. Broudy: I can't hear you. 
A. I say on April 10 I left out of the pool room after shoot-
ing a g·ame of pool and started down Church Street and that 
is when I met Arthur James. 
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. Q. When you speak of Arthur James, do you see 
page 60 ~ him in this court room f 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Will you get out of your chair and go and put your band 
on his shoulderf 
A. Yes, sir .. 
Q. All right, take the chair up there. Under what circum-
stances did you meet Arthur J runes Knight t 
A. I didn't know I w·as going to meet him, and at the time 
I1e came along in the car. 
Q. What kind of car? 
A. Buick. 
Q. Buick! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. no you i:eeall what year is was, or do you knowf 
A. I think it is a 1951. · 
Q. 1951 Buick¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where were you when he came up in his 1951 Buick¥ 
A. I was walking along the street. 
Q. What street f 
A. Between Church and Calvert. 
Q. Between Church and Calvert f 
A. Yes, sir, on Church. 
Q. On Church Street f 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 61 ~ Q. Did he stop bis car f 
A. Yes, sir, he stopped the car and called me. 
Q. What did he say to you when he called you over to his 
car? 
A. He asked me what was I doing at the time and I told him 
nothing. He asked me did I want to make some money and I 
told him I wouldn't care. 
Q. You said you wouldn't care Y 
A. Yes, sir, and so I got in the car. 
Q. When you g-ot in the car who was in the car at that time 1 
A. Two more fellows, Wyatt Junior, and Jug, all I know. 
Q. Wyatt, Jr., Jug and Arthur James Knight¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you later pick up Paul Britton T 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you pick him up? 
A. At Calvert and Chicazola. 
Q. Calvert and Chicazola f 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did Arthur James Knight tell you what he meant when 
he asked you if you wanted to make some money Y 
A. He didn't say it rig·ht then. It was after we was all in 
the car, and that is when he brought up E. V. Wil-
page 62 ~ Iiams. 
Q. How did he bring up E. V. Williams and what 
did he say? 
A. He said, "vVe are going out to E. V. ,vmiams," that 
there was a safe. 
Q. He said there was a safe there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he say anything else about the company and why he 
was going there? 
A. At the time he said--
Mr. Diggs: Speak up a little louder, please. I can't hear 
what you are saying. 
A. Yes, sir. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Y Qu were all in the car then and he sug·gested that you 
break in E. V. Williams' place Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·where did you go 7 
A. vVent down Calvert Street until we got to some street 
E. V. Williams is on. I don't know the name of the street. 
Q. What did you do with the car? 
A. Went down and parked the car on another side street. 
Q. Who got out of the car? 
A. Paul got out and Arthur James :first. 
page 63 ~ Q. Whafclid Paul Britton do when he got out of 
the car first 1 
.A.. Him and James was talking. 
Q. Did Paul Britton go anywhere then and look around any? 
A. Yes, sir, he said l1e would g·o in the place. 
Q. He said he would g·o in? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What happened next t 
.A.. Next the other fellows got out and they left and I stayed 
in the car. I didn't get out right at tlia t time. 
Q. Did you see who went over the fence first, or could you 
see from where you were? 
A. No, sir, I couldn't see from where the car was parked. 
Q. Did the others leave you in the car Y 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see any of them go over the fence? 
A. No, sir, I didn't see none of them g·o over. When I went 
around there I seen them messing around in the yard. 
Q. 'Who did you see messing around in the yard f 
A. Arthur James, Paul and w·yatt, Jr. Jug didn't go in. 
Q. Jug didn't go in 1 
A. No. 
page 64 ~ Q. When you went up you saw James Knight and 
Wyatt, Jr. and Paul Britton 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did either one of them come up to the fence where you 
were? 
A. Yes, sir they come up to the fence where I was but at the 
time I wasn't looking up. I had th rowed my head clown and 
that is when somebody th rowed a radio over the fence and I 
took it and carried it and put-it in the bushes. 
Q. You later showed the police where the radio was 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Broudy: I don't mind some leading, but this is con-
siderable. I don't object to immaterial things, but I don't 
think he ought to be leading continually. 
BvMr. Ward: 
··Q. Did you show the police where you put the radio? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Ward: Is that all right? 
Mr. Broudy: I am not passing on that. The Court has to 
pass on it. I just don't like leading questions, that is all. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Did you ever go in E. V. Williams yard Y 
A. After I put the radio over I went back and 
page 65 ~ sit in the car, and I don't know how many minutes, 
but quite a time I sit in the car, and that is when 
I went back and I didn't see nobody then, so that is when I 
went over the fence and Paul came out of the door. I went in 
and I seen where they piled a lot of stuff on the desk and I 
asked where was the other fellows and he said he didn't know, 
so I told him, '' Man, you are crazy. You better get out of 
here.'' That is when we came out of the door and that is when 
all of the policemen were out there, cops. 
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Q. The police were around then t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What happened to the other three men! 
A. I was taken in and Jug and Wyatt, Jr., I never seen them 
any more. 
Q .. Did you ever see Arthur Jame8 Knight any more after 
you saw him in the yard after you went up to the fence Y 
A. Saw him in the yard with "\Vyatt, Jr., and Paul Britton, 
I seen Arthur James at the time the policemen rounded every-
thing up. vVe were sitting· in the car at the time and Arthur's 
car was sitting behind the post and at the time a basketball 
game was going· on at the Booker T High School. 
Q. Did you see him any more f 
A. No, sir, I didn't pay any attention to it. I had been 
drinking-. 
pag-e 66 ~ Q. When did you first give the policemen your 
statement after this f 
A. After they locked me up. 
· Q. At that time you didn't point out Arthur James to them T 
A. No, sir. You mean did I do what! 
Q. At the time you were being arrested, when you said you 
saw his automobile parked behind the post, at the time you 
were arrested-
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You didn't point him out at that timeY 
A. No, sir, I didn't. 
Q. You didn't give your statement until you were brought 
down to Headquarters f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Who suggested that you break in the E. V. Williams 
place? 
A. Arthur James. 
Q. You have been to the penitentiary once before, haven't 
you? 
A. Been in there, yes, sir. 
Q. You have been in there t 
A. Twice. 
Q. You have been in the penitentiary twice? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Wben were you in the penitentiary? 
page 67 r A. In 1948 and came back in 1951. 
Q. What did you go to the penitentiarv for? 
A. Breaking in. " 
Q. Breaking· and entering? 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you working at the time you broke in this place 
last yearT 
A. I worked about a week or more. 
Q .. Where were you working Y · 
A. Working at the Anierica Tobacco Company, Princess 
Ann~ and the railroad track. 
Mr. Ward: All right, your witness .. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By .:Mr. Diggs : 
Q. Your name is what! 
A. James .A. Gresham. 
Q. How old a1·e you, James 7 
A. SirY 
Q. How old are you 7 
.A. Thirty three. 
page 68 ~ ·Q. Thirty three years old f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where were you born? 
A. Norfolk, Virginia. 
Q. Have you lived here most-of your lifeY 
A. All of my life. 
Q. All of your life 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are your people living; have you any people Y 
A. I have got a mother. My father just died last month. 
Q. They are not living? 
A. My father is not. 
Q. Are you married or single 7 
· .A. Married. 
Q. How long have you been married Y 
A. I got married in-around about 1943, I think. 
Q. .Any children! 
A. Two. 
Q. Two children 1 
A. Yes. . 
Q: What sort of work do you do Y How did you make your 
living prior to the time of your arrest Y 
A. Sir? 
Q. What¥ 
Arthur J. Knight v. Commonwealth of Virginia. 45 
James A. Gresham. 
page 69 ~ A. ,vhat did I do¥ 
your job? Q. Yes, what did you do for a living, what was 
A. I worked with the American Tobacco Company. 
Q. How long? 
A. Could not have been working long. I had not been out 
of trouble long. . 
Q. The American Tobacco Company is right near E. V~ 
Williams place, isn't iU 
A. I think it is quite a ways from it. 
Q. It is on the corner of Courtney Street and Princess Anne 
Road? 
A. Yes. 
Q. How far is the Williams place from the American To-
bacco Company Y · 
A. About two blocks. 
Q. You say you didn't work there long because you had just 
gotten out of trouble Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Before you got into trouble at all what sort of work did 
y01~ dot . 
A. Did stevedore work. 
Q. On this particular night you say you met up with James 
Arthur Knight, where had you been before that? 
A. I had been shooting pool in a pool parlor. 
page 70 ~ Q. ,vhat pool parlor? 
A. Bruberry 's. 
Q. Where is that? 
A. On Church Street about two doors from the Booker T 
Theatre. 
Q. It is just north of Calvert ~treeU 
A. Yes. 
Q. You say you left there at about what time? 
· A. I don't know exactly what time, but it was dark. 
Q. Can't you tell the jury now what time it was? 
.A. Sir? 
Q. Don't you henr me Y I speak loud enough. Can you tell 
the jury now what time it was you left the pool room? You 
heard me first, I think. 
Mr. vVard: I think he is arguing with the witness and I ob-
ject. 
Mr. Diggs : ·Don't you thjnk he heard me? 
Mr. Ward: You are arguing with the witness. 
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By M:r. Diggs: 
Q. You say you left there at what time T 
A. I didn't say. 
Q. Have you any idea what time it was? 
A. All I know js it was dark. 
Q. All you know it was dark¥ 
A. It was early. It was during· the early part of 
page 71 ~ the night. 
Q. It was during the early part of the night, 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In which direction was this man, Arthur Knight, coming 
in his car when he hailed vou? 
A. Coming from Princess Anne Road. 
Q. Coming south on Church Street downtown? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You said he called you. 
A. Yes. 
Q. You are sure about that? 
.A. Quite sure. 
Q. Whom did you say was in his car? 
A. Wyatt, J 1·., and Jug. 
Q. "'\Vho is Wyatt, Jr.? 
A. I don't know. I had never seen him before until I heard 
them mention his name in the car. 
Q. Who is Jug;? 
A. I had seen him before around the pool parlor, but I 
didn't know him personally . 
. Q. What is his right name? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Just Jug? 
A. Yes. 
Q. They were in the car. Just where was he 
page 72 ~ when he called you? 
A. ,vhere was he at? He was in his car at the 
time. 
Q. Where? 
A. On Church Street. 
Q. Was he on Church Streett 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I believe you said you came out of that place just two 
doors from Calvert Street. 
A. I said I came out and walked down . 
. Q. How far? 
A. Maybe around four or five doors. 
Q. It was not but two doors from Calvert Street, was it Y 
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A. It has got to be more than two doors from Calvert Street. 
Q. I thoug·ht you said that. Did you turn up Calvert Street 
before you saw this man Knight? 
A. I was on the oppo-site side. I could not. 
Q. You were across the street t 
A. Yes. 
Q. You got in tbe car, and just what was said t 
A. He asked me was I interested in making some money. 
Q. He asked you were you interes~ed in making some 
money? · 
A. Before I got in the car. 
page 73} Q. What did you say? 
A. I told him I didn't mind. 
Q. How did he say you were going to make some money? 
A. He didn't say at that time. 
Q. Did you have any idea f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What happened then? 
A. We picked up Paul Britton. 
Q. Where were when you picked up Paul Britton? 
A. Chicazola and Calvert Streets. 
Q. You were on Church Street. How could you pick him 
up at Chicazola and Calvert? 
A. Rode down there in the car. 
Q. You tunied off Church Street into Calvert StreeU 
A. Yes. 
Q. And then you picked up Paul Britton Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you known Paul Y 
A. I met Paul last year. 
Q. WhereY 
A. In jail. 
Q .. Is that the first time you met him Y 
A. Yes, the first time I ever seen him. 
Q. Are you sure it was last year Y 
A. 1952. 
page 7 4 } Q. Wasn't it 195H 
A. SirY 
Q. Wasn't it 19511 Paul wasn't in jail in 1952 in Norfolk, 
was hef 
A. I think he was. 
Q. Did you meet him in the penitentiary! 
A. No, sir. , 
Q. You certainly didn't meet him in jail in 1952 in Norfolk, 
did youY 
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.A. I am quite sure I did. 
Q. You are quite sure you did f 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you have known him ever since 1 
.A. Yes., 
Q. Ever been around with him any place? · 
A. I could not have went around with him because he went 
. to the penitentiary. 
Q. v\The11: did he go to the penitentiaryi 
A. I think in 1952. 
Q. Were you in court when he was tried f 
A. No, sir. I had already been tried. 
Q'., And he came over in jail while you were over there 7 
.A. Yes, sir. He came in jail and I was in there before lie 
was. 
page 75 ~ 
there? 
Q. That is where you all got together? 
A. We didn't get-together. I seen him in there. 
Q. You met him there; you got to know him 
A. I got to know a lot of fellows like that. 
Q. They caught you and Britton in the Williams enclosurCl, 
in the yard there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did they do with yon after they caught you f 
A. Held us in the car quite awhile. 
Q. Then what? 
A. Then they brought us down to Headquarters down l1ere. 
Q. Can you tell the jury about how long they had you in the 
car before they brought you down town? 
A. No, sir. I went to sleep. I sit in there and went to sleep. 
Q. You went to sleep? 
A. I had been drinking·. 
Q. Did you tell them then there were other fellows there 
with you? · 
A. No, sir; didn't nobody ask me nothing then. 
Q. Did they take you in to the Detective Department f 
A. Yes, sir. That is where they put me. 
Q. How long did they keep you in that department before 
they put you on the docket? 
A. You mean wrote me up? 
page 76} Q. Yes. . 
A. They booked me then right after I came in. 
They asked me my name and carried me upstairs and locked 
me up awhile. 
Q. When did they actually put you on the docket to be tried Y 
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James A. Gresham. 
A. I went to court that Saturday morning. 
Q. You went to court that Saturday morning¥ 
A. Yes, and waived it over. 
Q. Did they book you and Britton at the same time! 
A. They didn't talk to us at the same time. 
Q. They talked to you seperately at first? 
A. Yes. · 
Q. Did they talk to you together then Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you both together when the statement was signed Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you and Britton in the same cell before they talked 
to you Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. They put you in seperate cells Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
pag·e 77 r Q. Put you in one and Britton in another¥ 
A. I don't think he was no where around me. 
Q. They took you down at the same time Y 
A. They didn't take us down at the same time. They brought 
us to Headquarters together, and after they docketed us they 
docketed us seperate. 
Q. Were you together when the statement was signed Y 
A. We was together in the car when they broug·ht us down. 
Q. WbaU 
A. We was together ,vhen they brought us down in t11e 
car. 
-Q. I know tliat. When the statement was signed were you 
both together? 
A. Yes, sir, we was· together then. 
Q. You dicln 't go into William's place at first; you stayed in 
the cad 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Tl}ey all left you Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. They got out of your sight? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You don't know where they went except what they said? 
You couldn't see them from where you were? 
A. I waited awhile and got out of the car, and 
page 78 ~ went around to E. V. ·williams and seen them in 
the vard. 
Q. Where was the car parked y 
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A. Around the corner. I don't know the name of the street. 
Q. Aren't you familiar with the streets in Norfolk, es-
pecially in that area f 
A. There is a lot of streets in Norfolk I don't know the 
names of. I don't live out that way. 
Q. E. V. Williams' place is on Princess Anne Road .. Do you 
know where Hanson A venue is T 
A. I have been on there. 
Q. You have been on Reservoir .l11. venue? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have been on Calvert Street~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you remember where he parked the car f 
A. Around the corner is all I know, in a street off E. V. 
·wmiams' fence, right around the corner. I don't know the 
name of the street, like I just told you. 
Q. "'\Vyatt, Jr., this man Jug, and Arthur Knight got out of 
the car. Paul Britton had already gotten out, had he f . 
A. Paul Britton and .Arthur James got out and was talk-
ing. 
Q. How far did they go from the car f 
page· 79 ~ A. They stood right by the side you drive on. 
Q. Could you hear what they were saying? 
A. They said they were going to open it. 
Q. Did you hear them talking V 
A. Sure. 
Q. ·what did Arthur Knight say to Paul, and what did Paul 
say to Arthur V 
A. Arthur asked Paul was he going to open it and he said 
yes. 
Q. What happened then? 
A. They left 
Q. Did you have your back to Williams' place, or could 
you see where they went or what they did Y 
A. Not at that time I could not. 
Q. Did ·wyatt, Jr., and Jug go right behind them V 
A. About five minutes afterwards. 
Q. About five minufa~s afterwards? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where did Jug go? · 
A. All three left together. 
Q. Did you see Jug any more that night? 
A. No, sir, not right then, I didn't see him no more. 
Q. You didn't see him any more? Yon didn't see him any-
more and you didn't know where he went, 
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A. I told you what I seen. Jug didn't go over 
page 80 ~ the fence. I told you that. 
Q. I asked you where he did got 
A. I don't know where he went at. 
Q. How do you know he didn't go over the fence Y 
A. I didn't see him in the yard. I seen the rest of them in 
the ym·d. 
Q. You were the last man that got in the place? 
A. The 'last man over the fence. 
Q. How did you get overt 
A. Climbed over. 
Q. Where did you climb the fence? 
A. On the same street we came down. I told you I didn't 
know the name of the street. 
Q. Did you climb over the gate f 
A. No, sir, climbed over the fence. 
Q. You climbed over the fence? 
A. Yes. . 
Q. It has been testified to by one of the employees that it 
is six or seven feet high with three strands, I think he said, 
of barb wire on top of it. 
A. There is a porch right down there by the fence and I 
climbed it. 
Q. You got up on the porch f 
A. Yes, sir, up on a wooden fence. 
Q. What did you do when you got in there Y 
page 81 ~ A. I didn't see Arthur James or anybody else 
but I seen Paul standing out there and I asked hi~ 
where was the other fellows and be said be didn't know. 
Q. Where was Paul? 
A. Standing inside the door about like this (indicating), 
where you could see him. 
~. Did you get the acetylene torch Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know who g·ot it! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you see any acetylene torch t 
A. Seen one setting in there. 
Q. You saw nobody use it, 
A. No, sir, saw nobody use it. 
Q. I believe you said ·wyatt, Jr., was not in there and no-
body was in there but you and Paul? 
A. I didn't see nobody but Paul. 
Q. There was nobody in there but you and Paul at that 
time, was there 7 · 
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A. I say I didn't see nobody but Paul. 
Q. Did you use this hammer 7 
.A. I haven't used nothing .. 
Q. What! 
A. I didn't use anything there. 
Q. You· haven't touched a thing there 1 
page 82 ~ A. No, sir, no more than the radio that was on 
the other side of the fence bcf ore I went over. 
Q. You didn't do anything! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. ·why did you. go in there? 
A. I was going to do something. 
Q. What were you going to do? 
A. At the time I seen-I asked where everybody was at, and 
that is when I told the man, '' You ought to get out of here,'' 
and the next thing I know the law was there and I didn't have 
a chance to do anything. 
Q. I believe you said you had been convicted how many 
times? · 
A. Twice. 
Q. Of a felony? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Are you sure of that f 
A. Yes. I have been to the pen twice. 
Q. I didn't ask you where you had been. 
A. I have been convicted three times. 
Q. Were you convicted on January 26th, 1940 of store 
breaking·? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Didn't you get one year in the penitentiary! 
A. Yes. 
page 83 ~ Q. Tb.at was one time! 
A. Yes. 
Q. vVere you convicted again of store breaking on February 
20, 1948, and got two years Y 
.A. Got four years. 
Q. No, you got two years Y 
A. I got four years. 
Q. You got four years because you were convicted of two 
different and seperate offences f 
A. I still had four years. 
Q. I am not arguing with you. Yon got two years on each 
charge? 
A. Yes. You didn't ask me that. 
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Q. I am asking you n~w if you were convicted of two 
charges of store breaking and got two years each¥ 
A. Yes. 
Q. They were not to run concurren tlv ¥ 
A. No, sir. ., 
Q. Weren't you convicted of attempted store breaking in 
the night time on December-in December, 1951, and got 
twelve months in jail and a five dollar fine t 
.A. Yes. 
Q. That is four times, isn't it f 
A. Three times. 
Q. You are testifying against .Arthur Knight 
page 84 ~ here. Are you expecting to get some consideration 
foriU 
A. No, I aint looking for no consideration. 
Q. What? 
.A. What kind can I look for Y 
Q. You don't expect to get anything for iU 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You pleaded guilty 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you are testifying against .Arthur but don't expect-
any consideration for it at all?· 
A. Not as I knows of. 
Mr. Diggs: I believe that is all. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. When you and Paul gave you:r statements in the De-
tective Bureau were you together when you gave the state-
ments or seperated Y 
A. When he asked us did I admit the crime Y . 
. Q. When you gave your statements did they question you 
one at the time or both at the same time? Did they take one in 
and then the other, or did you both go in together? 
page 85 ~ A. I don'~ remember. I think they questioned us 
one a.t the time. 
Q. Then the lady typed up the statement? 
l\lr. Dig·gs: He said he didn't remember, he thought so. 
A. They typed it out. 
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By l\Ir. vY ard: 
Q. And when they brought it in you botb went in and signed 
it? 
·A.Yes. 
Q. ·when Paul gave his statement did you know what he hacl 
said until it was read back? 
A. No. 
Q. vVhen you two were present did he know what state-
ment you had given~ 
A. No. 
Q. You.didn't know until tl1e statements were brought back 
and you signed them together f 
A. Yes. 
Q. You got in the car and drove directly up Calvert Street 
to a side street across the track? 
A. Vv e could not have went rig·ht straight down there. 
Q. I believe you all picked up Paul f 
A. Yes. 
pag·e 86 ~ Q. It didn't take you but a very short interval to 
pick him up? 
A. That is right. 
• Q. Then you went straight on? 
A. Yes. 
Q~ Can you give the Court and jury any idea about what 
time it wasT 
A. All I know is it was early. I know it was not 9 :00 
o'clock. 
Q. It was early but you don't know the exact time f 
A. No, I don't know the exact time. 
l\Ir. Diggs: That is all. 
Bv 1\Ir. ·ward: 
· ·-Q. James, after Arthur James Knight, the defendant here, 
was brought in to custody did you and Paul Britton g·o into the 
same· room he was in and gi.ve the statement that. you have 
given today in his presence, and did he deny it t 
A. Yes, sir, we give the same statement but he didn't deny 
it .. 
RE-CROSS EXAMIN.A.TION·. 
By Mr. Diggs: 
Q. What did he do, sar, "I am the man 1" 
A. Sir? 
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Q. You sav he didn't denv it. Didn't he tell them then, 
"You have g7ot the wrong man, I don't know anything about 
it!'' 
A. No. I told them they had the right man. 
page 87 } Q. This man told the officers he was the ~ight 
mant 
A.. No, I didn't say that. He didn't say nothing. 
Q. You sure about thaU 
A. I am quite sure. 
Mr. Diggs: All right. 
Mr. Ward: Come do,vn. Call Officer L. L. Jones. 
L. L. JONES, 
called as a witness on behalf of the Commonwealth, having 
been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
Bv l\fr. Ward: 
·Q. You are Detective Sargeant L. L. Jones of the Norfolk 
Police Division? 
A. That is correct. 
Q. Following; the break-in at E. V. Williams Company on 
April 10, were you put on notice that Arthur James Knight 
was wanted f · 
A. I was. 
Q. Did you have occasion to see .Arthur James 
page 88 ~ Knight following April 10th f 
. A. I did, sir. 
Q. Approximately where and when did you see him? 
A. It was on April 15th or 16th of this year that I observed 
Arthur Knight in the 800 block of East Princess Anne Road. 
He was walking in a westerly direct.ion about 50 or 55 feet east 
of Wide Street. · 
I stopped the car in the middle of the street, and Detective 
Benton was following behind me in another car. I stopped the 
car in the middle of the street aild got out and walked towards 
Arthur Knight and cnllecl him. He turned around and looked 
at me and ran in a westerly direction to ·wide Street and down 
"\Vide Street. . 
I went back to the car and conveyed the information to De-
tective Benton and we searched the area for perhaps twenty 
or thirty minutes in an effort to pick Arthur Knight up. 
Q. Had you known Arthur James Knight for some time? 
A. I have known him since approximately March or April 
of 1946 when he resided on Barry Street. 
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Q. He knew you were a police officer! 
A. He does. 
Q. What kind of automobile does .Arthur James Knight 
drive1 Sargeant Jones f 
A.. He drove' a late model Buick, two tone Enick sedan, and 
it is probably a '51 or '52 model.. · 
page 89 ~ Mr. Ward: Your witness, gentlemen .. 
CROSS EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. Broudy: 
Q.. Sargeant, did you know wl1ere he lived f 
.A.. I know of two addresses that he has given in previous 
contacts with him, one on tlle 1300 block of Calvert Street, the 
home of his IlJOther, and the 2400 block of Barry Street, the 
home of bis aunt. 
Q. When was he arrested? 
A. Sir? 
Q. What date was he arrested on this charge? 
A. On this charge f. 
Q .. Yes • 
.A.. I have it over in the Detective Bureau, either on the 20th 
or the 21st of ApriL 
Mr. Broudy: That is all. 
Mr. Ward: Come down. May Sargeant Jones be excused, 
your Honorf 
The Court : Yes. 
page 90 ~ SARGEANT 0. L. MURDEN, . 
. called as a witness on behalf of the Commomvealtl1, 
having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as 
follows: 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. You are Detective Sergeant O. L. :Murden of the Norfolk 
Police Division f 
A. r:_es, sir. 
Q. "\Vas the breaking and entering of the E. V. Williams 
Company on April 10th of this year assig-ned to you for in-
vestigation f · 
A. Yes, sir, it was . 
. Q. Did you arrive at the E. V. Williams Company on the 
night of the break in.? 
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.A. I did. 
Q. Who was taken into custody at that time? 
A. On my arrival James Gresham and Paul Britton were 
in custody of Officer Eisner and Officer Campbell. 
Q. Sergeant Murden, did you bring Gresham and Britton, 
the two who were caught, to Detective Headquartersi 
.A. I had them brought in. 
Q. Aud you questioned them, c.licl you f 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 
Q. Now, did they, in their statements to you, involve the 
defendant? 
Mr. Broudy: If your Honor please, that is 
page 91 ~ purely ~earsay. You might as well ask him what 
thev said. 
The Court: .. I think if they made a statement, the fact that 
they made a statement, would not be hearsay. The details of 
it would be. · 
Mr. Broudy: Suppose he gave a name, would that be hear-
sayf 
The Court: I sustain your objection as to the clQtails. 
Mr. Broudy: We object to the statement as to the involve-
ment of any person or naming of any person. 
Mr. Ward: Your Honor, I will withdraw it and approach 
it from a different angle. -
The Court: All right. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Following the statement g·iven you by Gresham and 
Britton, did you confront the defendant, Arthur James Knight, 
with Britton and Gresham f 
A. I did. 
Q. Did they make a statement there in his presence un-
denied by him Y 
-~fr. Broudy: I object to that, if your Honor please. In the 
frami.ng of his question he started off by saying to 
page 92 ~ this very witness, "Did he make any statement or 
did they make any statement to him undenied by 
the defendant¥'' 
t submit, if your Honor please, be is attempting to put in 
the mouth of the witness the very essence of an attempt to 
show an admission. I think it is entirely unfair and I want 
to ask your Honor to declare a mistrial. 
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Mr. "\Vani: If yonr Honor please, this is my position and 
I believe it is correct: If a statement is made in the presence 
of the defendant and it is undenied it is admissible. It is my 
opinion that you must, before you give the statement, show 
that it ,,;ras undenied by the defendant, but if he denies it it 
wouldn't be admissible. It seems to me I am only laying the 
groundwork to show what the statement was. If I put the 
statement in first and it developed that the defendant denied 
it, it would be unfair. 
The Court: I overrule the objection. 
Mr. Broudy: \Ve except on the grounds stated. 
By· l\fr. Ward: 
•'Q. Serg·eant, do you have the. statements that were read in 
the presence of the defendant, Arthur Knight f 
A. Yes, sir, I do. 
page 93 ~ Q. Will you read those statements? 
Mr. Broudy: "\Ve object to that, if your Honor please. It 
is along the same line. First of all, 110 lead him into saying 
it was undenied, and the reading of statements that were made, 
we sllbmit, · if your Honor. please, is improper. The entire de-
tails of the statement are improper m1cl hearsay. 
The Court: Unless the statement was undenied it doesn't 
go in. I presume counsel knows enough about that thing to 
proceed with this line of inquiry without ending up against 
n brick wall. 
1'Ir. Diggs: "\Vould your Honor permit me to say this f 
The Court : Yes. 
Mr. Diggs: Both Gresham and Britton have testified on the 
st.and to all of the matters in connection with this case. Is it 
proper now to read the statement f 
The Court : If it was made in the presence of the accused 
and undenied, it is an implied admission. It would have to be 
read to them and received in evidence for what is said. I over-
rule tl1e objection. 
page 94 ~ J\fr. Broudy: Your Honor understands we ex-
cepted to the question asked by the Common-
wealth's attorney that there was no statement made by him 
denying it because we objected to the form of the question. 
Mr. Ward: I will clear that up. . 
Bv Ur. ·ward: 
· Q. The statement which you are about to rend, Sergeant, 
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· was that read in the presence of the defendant, Arthur James 
Knight1 
A. It was. 
Q. Did he deny that statement? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Proceed to read the statements t 
Mr. Broudy: vVe except on the same grounds stated. 
The Court: I overrule the objection. 
A. '' April 11, 1953. Statement of James Albert Gressom 
C. M. 33 made to Sergeant O. L. I\Iurden-
Mr. :Broudy: ,Just a minute. 
By Mr. Broudy: · 
Q. Let me ask you this question: ·who read the statement 
to this mani 
A. I did. 
M:r. Broudy: We object to it. 
page 95 } The Court: Objection overruled. 
Mr. Broudy: We understand the witness on the 
stand read the statement. . 
The Court: It makes no difference who read it. 
:l\Ir. Bro11dy: ·we object to it and except. 
The Court: I understand that. 
A. (Continuing) "Statement of James Albert Gressom 
0. l\f. 33 made to Sergeant 0. L. Murden and Detective A. 
Sadler in Room 49, Police Headquarters, Norfolk, Virginia, 
with reference to the breaking and entering and larceny from 
the E. V. Williams Co., 1269 E. Princess Anne Road, April 
10th, 1953, about 10 :55 P. M. 
Q. What is your name? 
A. James Albert Gressom. 
Q. ·where do you live 1 
A. 642 Denbv St. 
Q. Where are you employed? 
A. I wnsn 't working a11y place at the present time. 
Q. Gressom, you are charged with the breaking and enter-
ing and larceny from the E. V. Williams Co., 1269 E. Princess 
Anne Rd., April 10th, 1953 about 10 :55 P. :M:. Do you want 
to tell in your own words your part in this offense? 
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A. I wa:s walking down Church St. and when I 
page 96 ~ got to Calvert St. Arthur James ( Arthur James 
Knight} called me to his car. "Jugg-y'', "Wyatt,. 
Jr.,,. were in the car with Arthur James. He said, "James,. 
you want to make some money!" I said yes. I got in the car 
and :he named the place, Williams. I asked them what they 
were going to do. Before that we picked up Paul (Paul Britt)' 
at Calvert and Chicazola. Paul said, "I'll go open it up." So 
after we got out there Paul left first, then the rest of the boys 
left. I stayed in the car. Later on I left the car and went out 
to the.fence to see what was going on. Somebody threw the 
radio over the fence and I picked it up and threw it in the 
bushes. After that I went back to the car and got tired of 
waiting ag·ain and that's when I went over the fence. That's 
when I seen Paul and asked him what happened and I asked 
him where the other fellows were and he said he didn't know. 
We went inside and see what l1appened and said, "Man, lets 
get out of here, you 're crazy.'' · That's when the policemen 
came up on the outside of the fence. That's all to my know-
ing·. 
Q. Present in tllis room is Paul Britton alias Paul Britt. Is 
he the man you refer to as "Paul"¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 97 ~ Q. I show you a Zeni th Trans-Oceanic Radio 
Serial 1271365. Is this the radio that was thrown 
over the fence to you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I showed you a picture of Arthur James Knight. Is this 
the man you referred to as Arthur James? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is there anything else you wish to state regarding this? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Is this statement the truth to the best of your knowledge 
and belief 1 , 
A. Yes, sir. 
JAMES A. GRESSOM 
Witnesses: 
.A. SADLER 
0. L. MURDEN." 
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Mr. Broudy: I think w·e should make the same objection we 
have made to the reading of these statements on the same 
grounds, and your Ron or will permit us to save the point ·1 
The Court: Yes, surely. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Proceed. . 
page 98 ~ A. "April 11th, 1953. Statement of Paul Britt 
alias Paul Britton C. M. 23, made to Sgt 0. L. 
Murden and Det. A. Sadler in Rm. · 49 Police Headquarters, 
Norfolk, Va. with reference to the breaking and entering and 
larceny from the E. V. ·wmiams Co., 1269 E. Princess Anne 
Rd, April 10th, 1953 about 10 :55 P. :M. 
Q. ·what is your name 1 
A. Paul Britt. 
Q. What is your address¥ 
A. 1110 Moton Parle 
Q. Where are you employecl f 
A. No where at th.e time being. 
Q. Britt, you are charged with the breaking and entering 
and larceny from the E. V. WiHiams Co., 1269 E. Princess 
Anne Rc1., Norfolk, Va., April 10th, 1953 about 10:55 P. M. 
Do you want to tell in your own words your part in this of-
fense? 
A. I was on corner of Chicazola and Calvert and niet Arthur 
James (Arthur James Knight) in his car. He asked me if I 
wanted to make some money. I told him I don't care and went 
along· with him. Arthur James, James Gressom, Wyatt, Jr., 
·and J uggy were in the car. We got in there and 
page 99 ~ went to E. V. Williams Company. _ Arthur told me 
to open the door to the E ... V. Williams office. I 
opened it with a crowbar. Went inside and soon as we, me 
and Gressom and Wyatt, Jr. got in, Wyatt, Jr. started to work 
on the safe. Soon as he started to work on the safe I said, 
''Let's get out of here, I don't like the set up." Soon as we 
got outside the place was surrounded by the police. That's 
all. 
Q. ·who moved the truck up in front of the office door f 
A. Arthur James. 
Q. ·who took the acetylene outfit from the garage and put 
it in the office f 
A. Wyatt, Jr. 
Q. Who took the radio out of the office? 
A. Wyatt, Jr. 
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Q. Why were t1ie typewriters and adding machines piled up 
on one desk near the door? 
A. Wyatt, Jr. said he thought he could sell them. 
Q. I show you a crowbar. Is this the one you used to jimmy 
the door with 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is there anything -else you wish to state regarding this 
offense¥ 
page 100 ~ A. That's all of it. 
Q. Is this statement the truth to the best of 
your knowledge aud belief? 




0. L. MURDEN." 
Bv ~fr. Ward: 
·Q. As I understand your testimony, Sergeant, in a room 
Gresham and Britton, with Arthur Knight present, you read 
those statements just as you have read them here f 
A. I did. 
Q. What response, if any, did Arthur James Knight niade 
to them¥ 
A. He made no statement at all. 
Q. Sergeant Murden, what kind of automobile does Arthur 
James Knight operate? 
A. He operates, I believe, a 1951 Buick, two tone green, I 
guess a pastel green, or oyster white shade. 
Mr. Ward: The witness is with you, Mr. Broudy. 
page 101 ~ CROSS EXAMINATION. 
Bv 1'fr. Broudy: · · 
'Q. Sergeant', did you make the arrest of this boy Knight1 
A. I did. 
Q. When you made the arrest did you accuse him of this 
offense or say tlmt you had evidence indicating that he was 
connected ,vith the offense? 
A. When I arrested him I lrncl a warrant for his arrest 
charging· him with this offense. 
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Q. I asked you whether or not you told him what the offense 
was! 
A. You mean at the time that he was actually arrested? 
Q. At that time or at any other time did you tell him what 
the offense was he was cha rgecl with 1 
A. He was told that-I told him rather I had a warrant for 
him charging bun with breaking and entering this place. He 
was given a copy of the warrant. 
Q. Did you take I1im up to the Detective Department 7 
A. Not at first. I took him to the City jail first. 
Q. Did you take him afterwards? 
A. Yes. 
page 102 } Q. Didn't he deny that he had any connection 
with it? . 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Having· denied it, you thought you would probably get 
an admission out 9f him and you brought these two men down 
thcl'e an<l faced him with iU 
A. Before I took him to the Detective Bureau the confront-
i11g had taken place. 
Q. Had taken place 'f 
A. Yes. 
Q. He denied it w11en he got to t11e Detective Bureau? 
A. Yes. 
Q. He denied it before he got there, didn't he 1 
A. No; after confronting· him after he got up there he 
denied it. 
Q. After he got up there he denied it f 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you ask him whether he was connected with it before 
that? 
A. I advised him of the warrant and-
Q. Why clon 't you answer the question? 
Mr. Ward: He is trying to. Mr. Broudy wants him to ~n-
swer what he wants to hear. 
The Court: All right. 
A. He was faced with the warrant and he made the state-
ment that he was just being· picked up because of 
page 103 } his record. 
B~r l\fr. Broudy: 
Q. Did he deny before he was put in jail that he had any-
thing to do with this offense f You can answer that. That 
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can be answered yes or no, and then you can give any explana-
tion you want. 
A. This man was taken to-
Q .. ·wait a minute, Mr. l\f urden. Let "s see if we can get this 
answer. Did lle' deny when you arrested him that he had any-
thing to do with this offense? I want you to answer that yes 
or no and give any explanation you would like afterward. 
Mr. Ward: I would like for him to point out what time, at 
·the time of the arrest or when. 
Mr. Broudy: . I have asked a question and this witness 
knows what_I am talking· about as clearly as I do. 
Mr. ,¥" ard: I object to the question as phrased. 
Mr. Br~mdy: l ask that I1e be required to answer on cross 
examination whether or not this man, before he· was put in 
jail, denied that he was guilty of the charge. 
The Court: At any time. Put the words in there, "At any 
time.'' 
page 104 ~ Mr. Broudy: That is the purpose. I am stat-
ing the purpose that if-
Mr. Ward: I don't know what the purpose is and I don't 
know.what Mr. Bro~1dy has in mind, but when he starts stat-
ing his purpose be is doing nothing· but arguing· to the jury 
here, and I think the jury sI1ould be excluded if he starts staf-
ing bis purpose. 
The Court: AU right, send the jury out then. 
(The jury retired.) 
Mt. Broudy: Here is a simple proposition, if your Honor 
please. The Commonwealth's attorney has put this man on 
the stand for the simple purpose of showing there was no 
denial when lie ·was faced with this and these statements were 
read to him. He didn't ask him whether the statements were 
true and he didn't ask him whether they were false. He dicln 't 
say, '' These two men are accusing· you of this crime,'' and he 
reads two statements to him and because he gets .no reply he 
wants the jury to infer from that that it was an admission. 
He wants to argue that it was. 
I want to s110w not onlv that he clenied it but 
page 105 ~ he denied it at the time of his arrest and denied 
it before and after. I haven't been able to get 
this man to answer the question. I aske·d the plain question, 
"Before you put him in jail did he deny he c_ommitted t11e of-
Arthur J. Knight v. Commonwealth of Virginia. 65 
Sergea;nt 0. L. Pll'ltrden. 
· fense 1 '' He won't answer it. I submit we are entitled to an 
answer, and I want to prove that it isn't an admission. 
Mr. Ward: My objection is that :Mr. Broudy has not 
pointed out what time he is referring· to. I don't think Mr. 
Broudy can say, '' You can only answer the question as I want 
it answered.'' If he asks the question and the witness rea-
·sona bly responds to it, that is all he can ask for. He can't say 
he must use certain words in answering it. 
Mr. Broudy: I submit it is a question to be answered yes 
or no and then explained if he wishes to. As to the time, if · 
your Honor please, I think it was clear that I asked him if he 
denied it before he put him in jail. He was under bis control, 
and I am asking him to answer the question. 
The Court: I think you are entitled to ask the witness to 
answer the question as to whether at any time after his arrest 
he denied it, and when and where. The Common-
page 106 ~ wealth alleges he didn't deny it in the presence of · 
these two witnesses. You want to bring out, I 
guess, that he did deny it, and I think you are entitled to bring 
that out. 
Mr. Broudy: My cross examine may be a little different 
from somebody else's. I think I pointed out the time. 
The Court: I think you are entitled to have an answer. 
Call the jury. 
( The jury returned to the court room.) 
By Mr. Broudy: 
;-
Q. Mr. Officer, you arrested this man before you put him 
in jail and booked him and didn't he deny that he had any con-
nectio11 with this offense t · 
A. Yes, before he was booked. 
Q. Now, after you took him up to Detective office and con-
fronted him with these witnesses and read these two state-
ments to him, didn't he deny he had anything to do with tl1is 
offense 1 You took him up after he was confronted with it 
and you said, "You have been confronted with it, what haye 
you to say .about it '1" He denied it, didn't hei 
.A. Yes. 
Mr. Broudy: That is all. 
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page 107 ~ RE-DIRECT EXA1\1INATION. 
By l\I r. vVard: 
Q. You read the statement to him and Paul Britton and 
.Tames Gresham were sitting right there looking him in the eye 
and they had said he was bellind iU 
Mr. Broudy: I object to that. '11he statement was read, 
liut nothing· was said about his being behind it. I don't think 
·it is proper for him to review it. I think he can argue to the 
jury anything- he likes, but I don't think it is proper to review 
the whole thing and set the picture up like he wants it. 
The Court: I sustain the objection to the question in the 
form it is asked. 
Bv !fr. Ward: 
· Q. ·when they were sitting there looking him in the eye and 
you read the statements V{hat did he do then? 
Mr. Broudy: I object to the question, ',·When they were 
sitting there looking· him in the eye.'' It is argument. I sup-
pose they were looking at something. 
The Court : I assume they were. 
page 108 ~ :.Mr. Broudy: Assumed they were looking him 
in the eye, what difference does it make? 
The Court: Establish the fact as to where they were look-
ing. 
''.Mr. Broudy: He has asked the question and I object to it. 
The Court : I overrule it. 
Mr. Broudy: \Ve except it. 
By l\.fr. \Vard: 
Q. ·what did he do at that time 1 
A. At the time these statements was read both Gresham 
and Britton was asked, '' Is this your statement and is the 
i;;tatement correct 1 '' and they both answered ves. The de-
fencinnt made no statement. · · 
.Mr. ·ward: That is all. 
Mr. vVard: That is all. 
Mr. Broudv: That is all. 
M:r. \\Tard:· 'rlmt is all, your Honor. Come down. The 
Commonwealth rests, your Honor. 
Mr. Broudv: vVe would like about a five minute recess for 
a conference~ 
The Court : All right. 
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page 109 } "WILLIE PERSON, 
called as a witness on behalf of the defendant, 
having been first duly sworn, was examined. and testified as 
:follows: 
By Mr. Broudy! 
·Q. Your name is vVillie Person f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is your business, Person f 
A. Garage. 
:Q. Where is your garage Y 
A. Bolton and Princess Anne Road. 
Q. Is that the Bolton Street Garage? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know the· defendant, Arthur Knight, sitting back 
of us nowt 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·what! 
A. Yes, sir. 
·Q.. I hand you a slip or paper which reads, '' Bolton Street 
G~rag·e,'' with the address, dated 4/10/53, marked "Sold to 
'51 Buick, green tan, address 1319 Calvert Street,'' I suppose 
it is Calvert, "Arthur Knight," and then it goes on to de-
scribe some work done and articles furnished on a car. Diel 
you do any work for Knight Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. On his car Y 
page 110 } A. Yes, sir. 
. . Q. On what date? 
A. 10-fourth month and tenth dav. Q. 4/10? .. 
A. Yes. 
Q. At what time of day did you work on his car? 
A. His car come to my place between 8 :30 and-8 :00 and 
8:30. 
Q. Some time between 8 :00 and 8 :301 
A. Yes. 
Q. How long did be stay there at your place? 
A. Twenty minutes to twelve, the time he left. 
Q. During· that period what did you do¥ , 
A. Tuned the motor, put in_ new points, lined the front 
wheels and charged the battary. 
Q. ·what did you charge him? 
A. $10.05. 
Q. ·was he t~ere all the time? 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He didn't leave at all f 
A. No, sir. 
Q~ Why do you recall he didn't leave at alH 
A. Because he was right with me when I was working on the 
automobile. 
Q. He was there with you when you were work.-
page 111 } ing on the automobile 1 
.A. Yes. 
Q. He was standing right over you f 
A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. AH the time you were working on itf 
A... Yes, sir. 
:M:r. Broudy: That is all. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. Where is your garage located t 
.A. 1208 Bolton Street. 
Q'~ Garage business Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. How long have you been in the garage business! 
A. About four years. 
Q. At that same place of business for about four years 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What time do you open your g·arage in the morning 1 
A. 8 :00 o'clock. 
. ) 
Q. Is it customary for yon to keep it open until 
page 112 ~ midnight? . 
A. I don't understand you. 
Q. · Do you usually keep your garage open from 8 :00 in the 
morning until midnight f 
A. Around 11 :00 or 12 :00. 
Q. ,vho do you have employed to help yon in your business 1 
A. I have Charlie Hunter and Harold l\foN eaL At the 
time Richard Harris was there. 
Q. They are your regular (.lmployees f 
A. Yes, sir. _ 
Q. How large is your garage 1 
A. Seventy five feet wide and seventy five feet long. 
Q. You have five employees 1 
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A. Yes. 
Q. How much do yon pay your employees a week 1 
A. I pay them half on labor. 
Q. You don't pay them anv salary? 
AN . " . o, sir. 
Q. They are all mechanics, are theyt 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have any regular clients there in your business? 
A. Regular clients i 
Q. Yes. 
A. An office gfrl. 
page 113 }- Q. vVho 7 
A. An office girl that works in the office. 
Q. I mean do you have a fleet of trucks or a fleet of cars 
that you regularly work on there ·1 
A. I have trucks and cars. 
Q. Just cars as they come in? 
A. Just cars as they come in and go. 
Q. Your business is sufficiently large for you to have five 
employees7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you remember that on this particular night Arthur 
Knight was tbere1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. vVho have you talked to about this case 7 
.A. No one. 
Q. No one at all; is that correct? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. You are telling the jury that Mr. Broudy or Mr. Diggs-
A. ·who I have talked to about this 7 
Q .. '\Vho did you talk to, somebody didn't you f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. '\\Then did you talk to them 7 
A. I talked with them yesterday when they subpoenaed mo 
to court. 
page 114 }- Q. You say you haven't talked to Arthur James 
Knight about this f · 
A. I talked with him one time when he came back to my shop 
after I worked on the automobile. 
Q. Let me suggest this to you: Didn't you do that work 
on that car previously and you made the bill out to him and be 
paid vou on the 10th of April? 
A. 
0
He pad me on tho 10th when I finished the car for the 
work. He paid me for the work I had done on it. 
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Q. Have you talked to Arthur James Knight about this, 
inasmuch as he has been out on bail and could see vou f 
A. He come up to me the day after I worked on the car and 
asked me did I remember him. 
Q. How long have you known him 1 
.. A .. I Jiaven't been knowing him too long, only seeing him, 
that is all. 
Q. How long have you been seeing him? 
.A.. I would say about the last eight or nine months, some-
thing like that. 
Q. You say your name is ,villie Person? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Are you the same Willie Person that, on January 30th of 
this year, was foun.d guilty of 1.t,ftering a worthless check on 
the Southern Bank of Norfolkf 
Mr. Broudy: "\Ve object to that. I don't think 
· page 115 ~ that is admissible, giving a bad check. I don't 
think that involves moral turpitude. Let me see 
that. 
(The card was handed to counsel) 
The Court: Doe.sn 't that involve moral turpitude f . 
Mr. Broudy: I don't think so. The charge is issuing a 
worthless check. I am not sure about it. 
(Off record discussion at the Judge's bench) 
Mr. Broudy: Go ahead, we will withdraw the objection, if 
your Honor please. 
The Court : All right. 
Bv Mr. Ward: 
· Q. This is your picture Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You are the same one shown in this picture, are you f 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Mr. Broudy: I think it is proper for him to ask him whether 
or not he is the same man, but I don't think it is proper for 
him to show him a picture they took down here. They take 
your picture if you are drunk now. 
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pag-e 116} By Mr. Ward: . 
Q. Are you the same person that passed and 
'uttered a worthless check on January 30th of this year Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr .. Ward: That is all. · 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Broudy: 
Q. They f oitnd you $25.00, didn't they? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Besides operating this place of business what position 
do you hold 1 Have you any special job? 
A. My bank account was a little short and I gave the check 
and the man held it a couple of days. He put it in and I didn't 
have money in the bank at t11e time and they sent it back. 
Q. They arrested you and fined you $25.00 Y 
A. Yes. 
Mr. Broudy: That is all. 
page 117} RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Ward: 
Q. They gave you five days notice to make the check good, 
didn't they Y 
A. I have been dealing with Johns Brothers several years. 
Q. Didn't they give you five days notice? · 
A. I think it was five days, anQ I offered to pay them be-
tween that time. · 
:Mr. Ward : That is all. 
The Court: Let's g·et along, g·entlemen. 
Mr. Broudy: Come down. 
Mr. Broudy: Will your Honor excuse us just a second 1 _We 
might be able to save a little time on it. 
The Court: Yes. 
(Intermission) 
page 118 ~ Mr. Broudy : Your Honor, we rest. 
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a witness herein, having been previously sworn and examined, 
was recalled for further examinatien and testified in rebuttal 
as follows: 
By Mr. vVard: 
Q .. You are S€lrgeant 0 .. L. Murden and you have previously 
testified in this case 1 
A. Yes, I have. 
Q. On April 20th of this year after the arrest of Arthur 
James Knight, did you question him with regard to his where-
abouts ori the night of April 10th 1 
Mr. Broudy: vYe object to the question, if your Honor 
please. It has been already gone into. 
The Court: I think he is introducing a new matter. There 
is nothing to rebut. 
Mr. vVard: l\fy position is this: They have attempted to 
establish an alibi by an,other person and prove that he was at 
another place. I think I can rebut it by showing· his where-
abouts. 
page 119 ~ The Court: I overrule the objection. 
iir. Broudy: "\Ve except, if your Honor please. 
The Court: All right, let's get along. I overrule the objeC'-
tion. 
By l\fr. ·ward: 
Q. vVhat did he tell you with regard to his whereabouts 
on the night of April 10th of this year when the E. V. :·Williams 
Company was broken into f 
A. He said he was either at Cub Turner's filling station at 
Landing Street and Bra111bleton or Garrett's place at the 
third stop before you got to Atlantic Avenue, before you get 
to Virginia Beach, on Friday and Saturday nights usually 
where they gamble from 9 :00 P .. ,r. until midnight, and some-
times he g·oes to Big Dick's. He said he didn't remember 
where he was on the 1 Otb. 
Mr. Broudy: That is not proving where he was on the 
10th of April; sometimes lw goes to Big Dick's, sometimes to 
Princess Anne Countv or a gasoline station. He said he was 
going to prove where.he wai on April 10th, and he had made 
a different statement. That is not what he is proving at all. 
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Now we would have to go down to these other places and see 
whether he was there at that time. , 
page 120 ~ Mr. Ward: :My position is it is a contradictory 
statement. If Mr. Broudy will let him complete 
his statement I think it will clear it up. 
The Court: Go ahead. 
Mr. Broudy: "\Ve except. 
A. (Continuing) He sa.icl sometimes he goes to Big Dick's 
where he gambles but could not say definitely where he was on 
April 10, 1953. 
Mr. Broudy: I don't think that should be admitted at al]. 
He couldn't say where l1e was. He wants to get in that some-
times he gambles. That is the t:rQuble with this sort of case. I 
don't doubt that he shoots crap sometimes, but the answer to 
the question was he didn't know where he was on Apl'il 10th 
and I don't think it was a proper question or answer. 
Mr. Ward: My purpose was not to show that he gambled 
but that when he wa~ questioned he could not say where he 
was. 
The Court: Let it stay like it is in tlie record. 
J\fr. Broudy: ·vv e except, if your Honor please. 
page 121 ~ The Court : Is that all 1 
Mr. Broudy: Yes, sir. 
The Court: Is that an; Mr'. Ward? 
Mr. ·ward: Yes, sir. 
The Court: The jury will step into the jury room, please, 
while we get the instructions. 
(The jury retired, the instructions were argued, tbe jury 
returned to the court room and the instructions were read 
by the Court to the jury.) 
page 122 ~ The case was argued by counsel. 
The jury retired to consider its verdict and returned with 
the following: 
'~We, the jury, do hereby find the defendant, Arthur J. 
Knight, guilty as charged in this indictment and affix his 
punishment at five years ( 5) in the State Penitentiary. 
(Sig"Iled) VICTOR'ROSE, Foreman." 
Whereupon, counsel for the defendant moved the Court to 
set aside the jury's findings as contrary to the law and the 
evidence, and further hearing of the motion is continued. 
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page 123 ~ JUDGE'S CERTIFICATE. 
I, U. B. Spindle, Jr., Judge of the Corporation Court of the 
City of Norfolk, Virginia, who presided over the trial of the 
case of Commonwealth of Virginia 'l7. ,Tames Arthur Knight, in 
said Court on July 16, 1953, do be-reby certify that the fore-
going is a true and correct transcript of the trial of said cause, 
including all of the evidence adduced, all of the exhibits 
offered in evidence, all of the instructions to the jury as 
granted and all the instructions as refused, together with the 
objections to said instructions and the grounds thereof, as well 
as all of the objections to the evidence or any part thereof 
offerred, admitted, rejected or stricken out, together with all 
motions and objections of the parties, all rulings of the Court 
thereon and all exceptions of the parties thereto, together 
with all other incidents of the trial of the said cause. 
As to the orighrnl exhibits introduced in the evidence as 
shown by the foregoing report., to-wit: Commonwealth's Ex-
hibits 1 to 6, inclusi-ve, which have been initialed by me for the 
purpose of identification, it is agreed between the attorney 
for the Commonwealth and the attorneys for the defendant 
that they shall be transmitted to t]1e Supreme Court of 
Appeals of Virginin as a part of the record in this case in lieu ' 
of certifying to the said Court copies of said ex-
page 124 ~ hibits. . 
·I further certify that this certificate has been 
tendered to and sig1red by me within the time prescribed by 
Section 8-330 of the Code of Virginia for tendering and sign-
ing· bills of exception and certificates of record, and that rea-
i;;onable notice in writing has been given to tl1e attorney for the 
Commonwealth of the time and place at which said certificate 
hns been tendered. 
Given under my hand this 12th dny of December, 1953. 
page 125 ~ 
R. B. SPINDLE, JR., 
Judge of the Corporation Court 
of the City of Norfolk, Virginia. 
CLERK'S CERTIFICATE. 
I, William L. Prieur, Jr., Clerk of the Corporation Court 
of the City of Norfolk, State of Virginia, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of all of t11e testi-
mony, exhibits, and other incidents of the trial of the case of 
Commonwealth of Virginja v. Arthur James Knight, and that 
the orig-inal thereof, together with the original exhibits there-
in referred to, duly initialed and authenticated by the Judge 
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who presided over the trial of the said cause, were· lodged and 




W. L. PRIEUR, JR., Clerk of 
the Corporation Court of the 
City of Norfolk, Virginia. 
By IRA B. WHITE, Deputy. 
CLERK'S CERTI1nCATE. 
In the Clerk's Office of the Corporation Court of the City 
of Norfolk, Virginia, on the 12th day of December, in the year, 
1953. 
I, William L. Prieur, Jr., Clerk of the Corporation Court of 
the City of Norfolk, State of Virginia, do certify that the 
fore going is a true and correct transcript of the record in the 
case of Commonwealth of Virgi.nia i,. Arthur James Knight, 
lately pending in said Court. 
I further certify that the same was not made up and com-
pleted and delivered until the attorney for the Commonwealth 
had received due notice in writing thereof and of the inten-
tion of the defendant to apply to the Supreme Court of Ap-
peals of Virginia for a writ of error and supersedeas to the 
judgment therein. 
Teste: 
W. L. PRIEUR, JR., Clerk of 
the Corporation Court of the 
City of Norfolk, Virginia. 
By IRA B. WHITE, Deputy. 
A Copy-Teste : . 
H. G. TURNER, C. C. 
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